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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

2238 Parade Road  

Laconia, New Hampshire 
Serving God in the Lakes Region 

September 2019 Newsletter 

 

Thanksgiving and Blessings sent to Pastor Jennifer 

as she celebrates 20 years of ministry on 

September 5th.   

Good Shepherd will Celebrate on  

September 21st and 22nd  

Gerry, Jason, Jennifer, Elisa and Cathy (Jennifer’s mom) 
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Bible Study Opportunity 
 
Pastors Janet and Jennifer will be co-leading a four-session Bible study during September and October. 
We’ll be looking at texts for the upcoming Sunday, and we’ll explore them using different creative 
methods.  
Bible Study will be on Tuesday nights, starting with a pot-luck at 6 pm. 
 
Dates: 
September 17 
September 24 
October 1 
October 8 – NO SESSION 
October 15 

FROM PASTOR JENNIFER, 

We are Fearfully and Wonderfully Made! 

 

I recently visited the Boston Science Museum to see its current special 
exhibit: “Body Worlds and the Cycle of Life.” (Yes, it’s the one with all 
the cadavers.) I’d missed it in its previous visits to museums near me, so 
this was the first time I’d seen it. The exhibit was beautiful. Fabulous. Fascinating.  

 

My first encounter was with “Tai Chi Guy”- suspended in a Tai Chi pose, with one arm curved over his 
head, the other arm out straight. One leg was extended, the other leg supported the pose. You could see 
the muscles, visually trace the nerves, see how the joints worked, and marvel at how it all worked 
together. Breathtaking! It was intellectually stimulating, but also spiritually moving. 

 

I take my body for granted, most of the time. I know that we have joints and muscles, nerves, organs, 
ligaments and tendons, all of astonishing complexity and beautiful simplicity. To walk through this exhibit 
and see how some of the pieces are put together moved me to awe and praise.  Yes, even a visit to the 
Science Museum can be prayer!   

 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  

Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. (Psalm 114:13-14) 
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Confirmation Update - Affirmation of Baptism 

Sunday, October 27th, 2019 
 

Our current Confirmation students are preparing to Affirm their Baptism 
on Reformation Sunday- October 27th, 2019. (Classes resume on Sunday 
mornings in October.) 

Starting in November, those who are in 7th and 8th grade will begin their studies on their 
journey towards Affirmation of Baptism. If you know of interested youth, parents and/or 
grandparents, please encourage them to contact the pastor for planning purposes. 

Communion Preparation: 
September 15th 

 

Maybe your child has been taking communion 
since they could first reach out their hand for a 
piece of bread. Maybe you are waiting until they 
can understand what’s happening before inviting 
them to participate in Holy Communion. In either 
case, any interested children and adults are invited 
to come on Sunday morning, September 15th at 9 
am for a class about Holy Communion. I will be 
teaching this class, and I will have resources 
available for further study and conversation. 

Pastor Jennifer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receiving New Members 

 

We have had several requests to 
officially join Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, and we will be 
publicly receiving people into 
membership this Fall. If you would 
like to “join” please speak with the 
pastor. You are already a beloved 
member of the Body of Christ- and 
we celebrate that you want to make it 
official in this particular location. 
There is no litmus test or secret 
handshake required here, but there 
are a couple of forms we need to fill 
out for the sake of good order. J 
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Church office is usually staffed 
Monday-Thursday, 9-2 . 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

Articles, announcements, photos or any news-

worthy information/articles  can be sent to Bev 

Nelson who is currently preparing the news-

letter. 

bjnelson61@roadrunner.com 

Look for the next issue of the newsletter to be 

published October 1st. Articles will be due 

September 25th. Thank you! Bev Nelson 

 

CALENDAR EVENTS 
From the Church Office Corner….. If you have an 
event that should be included on the Monthly 
Calendar, please let me know by phone, email or 
note on my desk. Thanks for helping me keep 
the Church Community informed of the monthly 
activities here at Good Shepherd. 

Thanks, Nancy Poole 
Office administrator 

603-528-4078 
office@goodshepherdnh.org 

 

PLEASE READ THE WEEKLY E-BLAST FOR 

ADDITIONAL EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES AS 

THEY OCCUR.  

WEEKLY AT GOOD SHEPHERD 

Worship at 7: 45 and 10:30 am 

September at Good Shepherd 

1 Caring for Others (after 10:30 am worship) 

5 Pastor Jennifer Hitt’s 20th Anniversary of 

Ordination 

7 Laconia Multi-cultural Festival (10-3 pm) 

8 Food & Fellowship Group at Joe & Carolyn 

Bascetta’s (after 10:30 am worship) 

9 Worship & Music Meeting (4 pm) 

9 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30-8:30 pm) 

10 Isaiah 61 (11:30 am) 

13-14 Reach the Beach  

13-15 School of Lay Ministry Retreat at Camp Calumet  

15 Third Sunday Church (10:30 am) 

17 Bible Study (6 pm potluck) 

18 Church Council Meeting (6 pm) 

19 Nibblers Group at Castle in the Clouds (11:30 am) 

21 Cast Iron Cookoff at Pastor Jennifer & Gerry  Hiitt’s 

22 Ordination Celebration with Rev. Margaret Payne    

preaching (Fellowship following service) 

24 Bible Study (6 pm potluck) 

26 Salvation Army Lunch (11:30 am) 

28 Forward Leadership Away Team  

The first Bell Choir Rehearsal will be 

Monday, September 9th from 6:30 

pm to 8:30 pm. On September 9th, 

regular schedule will be determined.  

Mary Divers, Director 

mailto:bjnelson61@roadrunner.co
mailto:office@goodshepherdnh.org
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Treasurer’s Report by Bruce Wilhelm 

Financial News 
 
Giving in July was up only slightly from a quite disappointing June, and while Expenses were 
under control, overall we fell further behind for the year.  As of July 31, Income was about 
$7,000 below our Expenses for the year.  
  
GOOD NEWS! – Preliminary giving numbers for August have improved considerably!  Giving 
is still below our expenses as well as below our plan for this point in the year, but it is 
obvious that you are trying to be faithful to your pledges and focusing on the needs of our 
ministry here at Good Shepherd!  And that is Good News! 
  
Thank you! 
Bruce Wilhelm 

 
Celebrate Pastor Jennifer’s 20th anniversary 

of her ordination  
with a Cast Iron Cookoff 

 

 
When: , September 21 from noon to 6 pm 
Where: Pastor Jennifer and Gerry’s home at 19 Sanctuary 
Lane, Meredith 
What: Teams will compete for the title of Cast Iron Cookoff 
champ, and will be able to donate the prize money raised 
to their charity of choice (no political affiliations please). 
How: Form a team, give yourself a name, select a dish, prep all ingredients and come to 
the party ready to drop your ingredients into cast iron pots supplied and ready to go. 
Interested in being a team captain?  Looking to help with other party supplies like drinks, 
paper products, garbage bags, ice?  Contact Krista Larsen at jp.with.krista@gmail.com or 
361-6305. 

mailto:jp.with.krista@gmail.com
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 CARING FOR OTHERS MINISTRY by Lee Krueckeberg 

GOD’S WORK; OUR HANDS:  LACONIA MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2019 

This year we will have our own table, tent, and a new banner that  looks like our Good Shepherd Lutheran 
shirts:  bright yellow with “God’s Work; Our Hands” and “Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Laconia, NH” 
blazoned across it.  We will most-likely be close to City Hall in the midst of food vending religious and civic 
organizations such as the Greek Church, Hands Across the Table, the Jewish Temple and The Community Action 
Program.  Come sit with us before or after you circle around the Festival.  Be sure to bring your appetites for 
Butanese food and Middle Eastern Falafel and other delicacies and then come by our table for ice cream!   

 

John and Linda Fischer, Pastor Jenn and Mary Oswalt have done all the leg work to make it possible for us to 
get the banner and the ice cream and the tables and chairs and the Thrivent grant and more.  Now we need you 
to come by wearing your yellow shirt and your smile showing the Love that God’s People have for Laconia.    

 

Giving away ice cream at the Multicultural Festival started out as a joke but then we realized how our 
“reputation” in Laconia is tied to feeding hungry people.  This is what we do!   

 

GOT LUNCH! LACONIA , the program that delivers healthful food to Laconia schoolchildren every Monday 
throughout the summer vacation thanks Good Shepherd for baggers  (Mary Oswalt and her friend Marie, Aneke 
Jones-Howard  and Amy Kivimaki) and veggie van delivery drivers (Dot Steuer, Julie Nelson and Curtis Nelson; 
Carolyn and Joe Bascetta; Carol and John Ford; Allan Cornelius; John Krueckeberg and Lee; Mary Oswalt and 
Marie; Marcia Feener and Amy Kivimaki;  Pastor Jenn and Kris Rathjen; and Linda and John Fischer.  We also 
make a budgeted monetary donation. 

 

COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM FOOD PANTRY:  The cart in the Narthex collects your food donations which 
John Ford takes downtown for us. 

 

HANDS ACROSS THE TABLE, a weekly dinner held at the Saint Andre Bessette Parish Hall is supported by us with 
weekly volunteers as well as a meal four times a year which is organized and prepared by Elaine Cote and Allan 
Cornelius.  We secure a Thrivent Grant of $250 for each of the four meals prepared by Good Shepherders. 

 

ISAIAH 61 CAFÉ is the homeless center where we provide lunch every second Tuesday of the month.  We wear 
our yellow shirts and bring casseroles, salads, and dessert to feed a grateful community.  In August we fed 67 
people.  Sign up in the Social Hall if you would like to help or bring food. 

SALVATION ARMY luncheons use a planned menu format to provide food on the fourth Thursday.  We fed 35 
persons in August.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Social Hall.  

 

And of course there are the festive food baskets we assemble at Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
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Anyone who wants a “God’s 
Work; Our Hands” tee shirt,  
we have one for you!   Just 
ask Pastor Jenn, Bev Nelson 
or Lee Krueckeberg.  We’ll 
bring a few to the 
Multicultural Festival. “ 
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Great Idea  - Fun Sharing Excess - Funding ELCA World Hunger 

 

Carol Ford came to the Caring for Others Committee  August 
meeting with a proposal:  Carol reported that at one of her 
previous congregations members donated excess vegetables and 
fruit and flowers from their gardens which were then exchanged for 
a monetary donation to World Hunger.  The Committee agreed that 
Good Shepherd should try this.  On Sunday, August 18 there 
appeared on the big 
table in “the Link” 
between the two 
social halls  zinnias 
and herbs, 
cucumbers, green 
beans and tomatoes 
and blueberries!  It 
was amazing!  We 

raised $210. For ELCA World Hunger!  What a great 
idea!  Thank you, Carol! 

 

New Webpage - Goodshepherdnh.org 

Check it out! Thank you Sue Masse for all your work. 

It is amazing! Please go and see it! Use it. 

mailto:goodshepherdnh.org


 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church                                              Page 9                                                   September  2019             

        Thrivent Action Team Program Supports Good Shepherd’s Outreach 

  Thrivent Action Teams make it more possible to live generously on your Wise With Money Journey. It 

starts with a simple question: "Who can I help and how?" 

            Good Shepherd has been able to identify several community needs, organize a volunteer team, and 

develop an approach to address the need. Thrivent has provided promotional resources and seed money to 

both jump-start and support several of our service projects. Our Good Shepherd teams provide the people 

power to bring them to life! This approach has worked well at Good Shepherd because Thrivent has been 

exceptionally supportive with respect to our ideas and initiatives regarding needs in our community. We 

should give a shout out to Sarah Groleau, our New Hampshire and Maine Thrivent representative, for her 

ongoing help and support in accessing this resource! 

             In the past year, the Hands Across the Table Meals which Good Shepherd and St. James have 

prepared and served at no cost to those attending were each supported by Action Team grants. These came 

in the form of debit cards, which were used to purchase the food needed to create the meal. At our most 

recent meal in August, we fed 116 guests, provided 41 second helpings, and sent home 10 take home meals 

for family members unable to attend in person! We have also applied support from this program to help fill 

the Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets Good Shepherd provisions and distributes. This past year we 

received a grant to send out a volunteer shopper to provide for “Angel Tree” Christmas gift requests as a 

supplement to the many gifts generously provided by members and friends of Good Shepherd and St. 

James.  

         Any person age 16 and over who holds a Thrivent contract is eligible to sponsor an action team. I’ve 

been very happy to coordinate many of these, and would like to invite anyone to email, call, or speak with 

me in person if you’d like more information.  

Thank you all for bringing so many community service ideas to life. Brad Wolff 

If you are a Thrivent Member, you are eligible to apply for 2-$250 grants per year. If you are 

not a member, you can become an affiliate member for $19.95 each year and receive one 

grant per year. Let’s start writing grants to do GOD’S WORK. Talk to Brad or Pastor for ideas. 

https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership-and-benefits/  
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2019 CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEMBERS 

The Church Council normally meets 3rd Wednes-

day every month at 7 pm.  

Officers 

Krista Larsen: president 

Brian Sanford: vice president 

Beverly Nelson: secretary 

Bruce Wilhelm: treasurer 

Members at Large 
Sue Bucknam 

Lee Krueckeberg 

Rebecca Frame 

Robin Rollins 

Rebecca Walkley 

 Good Shepherd’s Financial Secretary: Ralph 

Rathjen 

 Church Council News 

From Council President 

Picture Wall Needs New Photos 

Pastor and I will be asking you to pose for a 

new photo for the wall in Fellowship Hall. 

Everyone loves the wall. Thank You. 

Bev Nelson, Member Ministry committee 

 

For many months now Council has been 
reviewing ideas and proposals from the 
Building Use Task Force. This began with a 
self-assessment that included a survey and 
report from Jeff Spann, building consultant 
from the ELCA's Mission Investment 
fund, followed by workshops where 
members of Good Shepherd and St. James 
identified priorities and needs for building 
improvements.  This lead to the formation 
of a Building Use Task Force who has spent 
many hours researching the various 
recommendations from lighting to flooring 
to remodeling and more. The hard work and 
planning is reaching a culmination and we 
are nearing a point where the Building Use 
Task Force and Council will present a plan, 
with costs, to the Congregation. We are all 
excited about the upgrades and updates and 
look forward to sharing the plan with Good 
Shepherd and St. James.  
Krista Larsen, President 
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Hello folks!! 
It's that time of year again.  "REACH THE  BEACH 2019! 
 
I do need help again on the eve of September 13 and early morning September 14.  We do 
this to earn $500 for GSLC general fund to help pay for the upkeep of the church, general 
expenses etc.  We can use it this year due to the fact that we are a bit behind in our 
planned 2019 budget per reports from our financial folks. The funds for REACH THE BEACH 
are used for charities such as Alzheimer’s and other good causes.  Camp Calumet also has 
runners to raise money for low income kids to go to next years camp etc. 
We simply check-in about 500 runners of the 5000 relay runners who travel the 200 miles 
from BRETTON WOODS SKI AREA to HAMPTON BEACH throughout the day and night.  We 
also park cars and assist wherever we can. 
 
Here's the details: 
Our place of check in:  SMITHS TUBULAR SYSTEMS/TITEFLEX AEROSPACE, 93 LEXINGTON 

DRIVE, Laconia, NH (O'Shea Industrial Park – same park as previous years.) 

HOURS OF OPERATION FOR REACH THE BEACH 
SAME-8:30 PM - 4:30 AM 
 
 
Date & Time:  September 13 & 14th  
Two shifts: evening  8:30 PM to 12:30 pm and early morning 12:30 - 4:30 am to 4:30 am. 
Four  hour shifts to make it easier for everyone. Choose one.   
 
Reward: Free REACH THE BEACH" tee shirt or hat, Donuts & Coffee Served on the back of 
my Black Ford F150 pick-up truck (compliments of DUNKIN DONUTS & LEE/RUTH)  
$500 Donation for GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH!!! 
 
NOTE: The  volunteers will simply park cars, check in runners and supervise. 

REACH THE BEACH 

WE NEED YOUR HELP  

THIS PROJECT NEEDS VOLUNTEERS  
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Fellowship Hour After 10:30 Service 
 

HELP IS NEEDED 

PLEASE SIGN UP/VOLUNTEER 

TO HELP 

 

• Provide items to serve 

• Set up  

• Clean up 

Email elaine@hirshan.com sign up on the 

wall or call 603-986-6512. Thank you! 

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP  
 
FOOD & FELLOWSHIP is 

looking for a hosts . . . maybe 

a simple Friendsgiving or 

Game Day event with the Red Sox?  You pick the 

dates and time and a simple theme if you’d like   . 

. . .   and then the magic happens! Join your Good 

Shepherd friends both old and new.   Contact 

Joanne Wilhelm if you can host or have any 

questions. This is for everyone!  

• Simply choose a month and a 

date!  Let Joanne know your plans.  

• This is a fun way to get to know your 

church family in an informal setting 

over a shared meal.  

Joanne Wilhelm 
603-689-5010 mobile  

www.pamperedchef.biz/Joanne 
 

Need a Ride to Church and/or other 

church sponsored 

events? 

Call church at 528-

4078 to arrange a 

ride or  call Bev at 

253-4274 

MEMBER MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 

NIBBLERS  

Thursday, September 19th at 11:30 a.m. 

Gathering at 

Castle in the Clouds 

Moultonborough, NH 

Sign up on “clipboard” in Fellowship Hall  

or call church to attend, 

Need a ride - Call Church (528-4078) 

SEPTEMBER FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

Sunday Sept 8, after 2nd service, hosted by Joe & 

Carolyn Bascetta at their cottage, 34 Heights Rd, 

Gilford. Join us for Bocce and a cookout.  Sign up in 

Fellowship Hall to bring a side, appetizer or dessert 

OCTOBERFEST FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 

At Allan & Elaine's on Sunday, October 20th. Save 

the date.. 

WELCA GATHERING - Saturday, September 28, 

2019 

St Peter’s Lutheran Church, Harwick, MA 

Keynote Speaker with be Rev. Linda Forsberg 

9 am—2 pm 

Interested see Carolyn Bascetta 

 

mailto:elaine@hirshan.com
http://www.pamperedchef.biz/Joanne
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Church Directory Additions/Corrections– make changes in your directory 

Add: Linda Fischer email: lcfischer@mac.com 

Correct: Fischer phone # 603-744-5584  

Add Bascetta mail address: 152 Isabella Ave., Providence, RI 02908 (No mail received in NH). 

Add Ray Masse email address: ray.masse@gmail.com 

Add to Directory: Nancy Nesheim: nancydarlene16@gmail.com 413-687-0582 

Add to Directory: Bill & Melanie Nesheim mgn027@gmail.com, 

bill.nesheim@email.com 

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

FRAME, Rebecca    02 

HYNES, Sharlee    02 

FURLAN, Abigail    08 

HAAS, Randy         08 

BROOKS, Debbie    09 

YORK, Don          11 

WEST, Derek         14 

WOLFF, Brad        17 

FRAME, Ashley     21 

OLMSTEAD, John   21 

ROLLINS, Michael   22 

HYNES, Michael    23 

NELSON, Julie      23 

HESLOP, Rachel    28 

MCLAUGHLIN, Rylan 28 

YORK, Diane         29                                             

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

HITT, Jennifer/Gerry                  09/12 

MARZAHL, Kent/Denise                 09/18 

HESLOP, Paul/Rachel                         09/26 

SALVESEN, Doug/Diane                    09/29 

MCLAUGHLIN, Michael/Christine  09/30 

Thanks to so many responses in helping us 

update our list, we will again publish birthdays 

and anniversaries. 

If your do not see your special day , contact the 

office and share your special dates.  

mailto:lcfischer@mac.com
mailto:nancydarlene16@gmail.com
mailto:mgn027@gmail.com


 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church                                              Page 14                                                   September 2019             

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Contact Information: 

2238 Parade Road, Laconia, NH 03246 

Phone: (603)528-4078 

E-mail: office@goodshepherdnh.org 

www.goodshepherdnh.org 

Pastor: The Rev. Jennifer Hitt 

pastor.jhitt@gmail.com 

 

NAME TAGS 

Name Tags are found in your 

mailboxes. If you  need a name tag, leave a 

note in Member Ministry mailbox or leave a 

message at the church office. We will gladly 

make one for you to wear. Thank you for 

taking the time to retrieve and wear yours.   

The Member Ministry Committee 

PRAYING FOR OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
  

Each month, we publish a Prayer List 

For Healing and those in uniform. 

Ushers distribute this list each 

Sunday. 

• Call the office if you have a 

person to add or remove from 

these lists.   

• Remember to add those in need of our prayers 

Assisted Listening-NEW 

TECHNOLOGY  

Available to aid in listening at Good Shepherd 

office@goodshepherdnh.org
www.goodshepherdnh.org
pastor.jhitt@gmail.com

