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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

2238 Parade Road  

Laconia, New Hampshire 
Serving God in the Lakes Region 

October 2019 Newsletter 

 

- From Pastor Hitt - 
 
As we continue the “Forward Leadership” journey, deepening our understanding of who we are and what 
our “why” is, it feels as if we’re discerning missions and visions and directions, together as the people of God 
in this particular place at this point in time. In Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s report to the assembly, she 
focused on the five goals of Future Directions 2025. As I reviewed these directions, I felt a synergy with who 
we are and what we’re about here in this place. These are the BOLD goal headings- under each of these goals 
are priority areas for action, with resources available.  

• A thriving church, spreading the gospel and deepening faith for all. 
• An equipping church, equipping people for their baptismal vocations in the world and in this church 
• An inviting and welcoming church, that reflects and embraces the diversity of our communities and the 

gifts that diversity brings. 
• A visible church, committed to working ecumenically and with other people of faith for justice, peace 

and reconciliation in communities and around the world. 
• A well-governed, connected and sustainable church. 
 

Are you curious about any of these? Is there one of these goals that you’d like to explore more deeply? Do 
these bullets describe who you see us to be? We are the church- we are the ELCA. These are our goals. How 
shall we live them? 

Reformation Sunday is October 27th  
 
We are Lutheran every day. The ongoing reform that was 
instigated by Martin Luther in 1517 when he nailed his list of 95 
theses to the door of the Castle Church continues to inspire and 
challenge us. While the theological roots of this event are 

interwoven in our worship, mission, study, and ministry, each year at the end of 
October we pause to celebrate and to reflect on our historical roots. We wear 
red, quote Martin Luther, read a bit from the catechism (small or large) and sing 
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God!” This year on Reformation Sunday we will also 
bear witness as Curtis Nelson and Gretchen McGowan stand before the 
congregation and before God to affirm their faith and to be received into adult 
membership at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  
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Church office is usually staffed 
Monday-Thursday, 9-2 . 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

Articles, announcements, photos or any news-

worthy information/articles  can be sent to Bev 

Nelson who is currently preparing the news-

letter. 

bjnelson61@roadrunner.com 

Look for the next issue of the newsletter to be 

published November 1st. Articles will be due 

October 25th. Thank you! Bev Nelson 

 

CALENDAR EVENTS 
From the Church Office Corner….. If you have an 
event that should be included on the Monthly 
Calendar, please let me know by phone, email or 
note on my desk. Thanks for helping me keep 
the Church Community informed of the monthly 
activities here at Good Shepherd. 

Thanks, Nancy Poole 
Office administrator 

603-528-4078 
office@goodshepherdnh.org 

 

PLEASE READ THE WEEKLY E-BLAST FOR 

ADDITIONAL EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES AS 

THEY OCCUR.  

WEEKLY AT GOOD SHEPHERD 

Worship at 7: 45 and 10:30 am 

October at Good Shepherd 

 1 Bible Study & Potluck (6 PM) 
  6 Caring for Others (after 10:30 am worship 
service) 
8 NO BIBLE STUDY 
15 Bible Study & Potluck (6 PM) 
16 Church Council (7 PM) 
18 OktoberFest (6 PM) 
20 Third Sunday Church (10:30 AM) 
27 Reformation Sunday 
27 Affirmation of Baptism (10:30 AM) 
 

November at Good Shepherd 
3 Stewardship Brunch between Services 

 

Looking Ahead to 2020: Mark your calendars 
for January 31-February 2nd 
 
At the Synod Assembly in 2018 we began 
conversations with “the really tall guy” about 
coming to Laconia to engage us in 
theological conversation. We are delighted to 
announce that  Dr. John Hoffmeyer, Professor 
of Systematic Theology at the United 
Lutheran Seminary, will be coming to Good 
Shepherd this winter as Scholar in Residence. 
We are planning a Friday night meal, 
Saturday program, and Sunday morning 
conversation and worship. His topic will be 
“Living as a Christian in a Consumer Society.” 
More to come as the time draws nearer. 

mailto:bjnelson61@roadrunner.co
mailto:office@goodshepherdnh.org
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Book Discussion Opportunity - Ask for a 
Copy to Read 

 

In response to the story of the Good Samaritan, several 
people have begun reading the book “Dear Church” by 
Lenny Duncan. Aneke is interested in having a 
discussion group about this book, Amy Miller has 
volunteered to co-lead with her. I have a few more 
copies of the book, if you’re interested. It is not a 
comfortable book to read- it’s the experience of a black 
Lutheran pastor in a very white denomination. His voice 
offers a very different perspective from my experience, 
which is why I need to read it. Take a risk- join us in 
conversation. Email me if you need a copy of the book. 
The discussion date/time will be finalized soon- stay 
tuned!  

Worship and Music Committee Update 
 
The Worship and music committee is changing! In 
lieu of monthly meetings, we’re going to engage in 
seasonal planning retreats. This will expand the 
circle of possible participation. (Some people really 
like Lent, so they can show up at the Lent planning 
retreat. You might really love Advent, so you’d want 
to be sure to mark your calendar for November 6th at 
p.m.).  
 
Our faithful keepers of the schedules have agreed to 
continue with their work, so bread will be baked and 
ushers will be scheduled, readers and cantors and 
communion assistants will continue to assist with 
worship leadership, and the altar guild volunteers 
will continue to tend to linens and sacred vessels. 
Thank you, Allan Cornelius, for scheduling the 
ushers; Elaine Cote, for scheduling the bread-bakers; 
Beverly Nelson, for scheduling the assisting 
ministers, cantors, readers, communion assistants 
and altar guild. If you’re interested in helping with 
any of these things, you would be most welcome!  
Contact info for Allan, Elaine and Beverly can be 
found in your directory, or contact the church office 
at 528-4078. 

Margaret Payne, retired Bishop, assisting 

with Children’s Sermon. She was guest 

preacher on Sunday, September 22, 2019.  



 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church                                              Page 4                                                   September 2019             

 

Thank You Good Shepherd People for your Generosity.  

INVITATION 
 
To: you 
From: your pastor 
Re: Worship planning retreat 
When: Wednesday November 6th, 6-8:30pm 
Where: “at church” 2238 Parade Road 
What: Simple meal (provided) followed by planning 
for Advent worship. This includes scripture, music, 
themes, possible liturgical art, planning for the 
greening of the sanctuary, and use of the Advent 
wreath.  

Stewardship Season  
 
During our Fall stewardship season this year, I’ve 
invited a special guest preacher: our Episcopal 
Priest in Residence, the Rev. Janet Lombardo! 
(She’s also invited a special guest preacher to 
address her congregation: the Lutheran Pastor in 
Residence, me!) It seemed to make logical 
sense—we’re both experienced preachers who 
see the world through the calling of a generous 
and gracious God, and we offer slightly different 
voices and perspectives. (I also thought it would 
be fun!) On October 13th, Pastor Janet will 
preach (for both congregations) and kick off 
stewardship season in both congregations. On 
October 20th, I will preach for both 
congregations. Good Shepherd’s stewardship 
letters and pledge cards will be available on 
October 13th, with more information about 
mission & ministry.  

STEWARDSHIP   BRUNCH 
 
Sun Nov 3 All Saints Sunday 
BETWEEN the two services 
Sign up in the Fellowship Hall to bring something 
to round out our Brunch. We will be sitting 
together at 6 tables and serving family-style. SO, 
we are looking for 6 egg dishes, 6 fruit salads, 6 
baskets of muffins etc.  Simply pick ONE to bring 
and come enjoy!  
**Please bring a photo to share .... of a Saint who 
influenced your Christian walk. It will be fun to 
hear the stories around the table!  
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 “Pastor, what does this church believe about __________?” 

 
I frequently get this question posed to me. The ELCA is us—it’s the people. We, the ELCA, have a long, 
complicated process for studying current topics, engaging scholars and congregations in research, study, 
conversation and response, and then we produce a “Social Statement” which must be approved by church-wide 
assembly. Social Messages are approved at the level of the ELCA’s church council, and are not as in-depth. As 
you may recall, the church-wide assembly accepted the most recent Social Statement: Faith, Sexism and Justice. 
The ELCA also has Social Statements on the following topics:  

• Abortion / Aborto (1991) 

• Caring for creation / Medio ambiente (1993) 

• Church in society / Iglesia en la sociedad (1991) 

• The church and criminal justice / La iglesia y la justicia penal (2013) 

• The death penalty / Pena de Muerte (1991) 

• Economic life / Vida economica (1999) 

• Education / Educación (2007) 

• Genetics (2011) 

• Health and health care / Salud y asistencia sanitaria (2003) 

• Human sexuality / La sexualidad humana (2009) 

• Peace / Por la paz (1995) 

• Race, ethnicity and culture / Raza, etnicidad y cultura (1993 

At this time, there are also 13 social messages: 

• Human Rights / Los derechos humans (2017) 

• Gender-based Violence / La violencia de genera (2015) 

• Mental Illness / Las enfermedades mentales (2012 

• People Living with Disabilities / Personas discapacidades (2010) 

• Terrorism / Terrorismo (2004) 

• Commercial Sexual Exploitation / Explotaćion sexual (2001) 

• Suicide Prevention / Suicido (1999) 

• Immigration / Inmigración (1998) 

• Sexuality: Common Convictions / La sexualidad (1996) 

• Community Violence / Violencia comunidad (1994) 

• End of Life Decisions / Final de la vida (1992) 

• Homelessness / Gente sin vivienda (1990) 

• Israeli/Palestinian Conflict (1989) 

• AIDS / El SIDA (198) 

I’m delighted to pull together a study on any of these, so let me know which topics you’re interested in! 

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Abortion
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Abortion
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Church-in-Society
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Church-in-Society
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Criminal-Justice
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Criminal-Justice
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Death-Penalty
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Death-Penalty
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Economic-Life
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Economic-Life
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Education
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Education
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Genetics
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Health-Care
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Health-Care
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Human-Sexuality
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Human-Sexuality
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Peace
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Peace
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Race-Ethnicity-and-Culture
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Race-Ethnicity-and-Culture
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Human-Rights
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/SocialMessageonHumanRights_spn.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Gender-Violence
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Gender_Based_Violence_SM_SPN.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Mental-Illness
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Body_of_Christ_and_Mental_Illness_SPN.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/People-Living-with-Disabilities
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/People_with_DisabilitiesSM_Spanish.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Terrorism
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/TerrorismSM_Spanish.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Commercial_Sexual_ExploitationSM_Spanish.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Suicide-Prevention
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Suicide_PreventionSM_Spanish.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Immigration
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/ImmigrationSM_Spanish.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Sexuality
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/SexualitySM_Spanish.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Community-Violence
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Community_ViolenceSM_Spanish.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/End-of-Life-Decisions
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/End_Life_DecisionsSM_Spanish.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Homelessness
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/HomelessnessSM_Spanish.pdf
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Israeli-Palestinian-Conflict
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/AIDS
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/AIDSSM_Spanish.pdf
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2019 CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEMBERS 

The Church Council normally meets 3rd Wednes-

day every month at 7 pm.  

Officers 

Krista Larsen: president 

Brian Sanford: vice president 

Beverly Nelson: secretary 

Bruce Wilhelm: treasurer 

Members at Large 
Sue Bucknam 

Lee Krueckeberg 

Rebecca Frame 

Robin Rollins 

Rebecca Walkley 

 Good Shepherd’s Financial Secretary: Ralph 

Rathjen 

 Church Council News - From Council President 

Treasurer’s Report by Bruce Wilhelm 

REACH THE BEACH 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS  

Great Job! 

 

For many months now Council has been 
reviewing ideas and proposals from the 
Building Use Task Force. This began with a 
self-assessment that included a survey and 
report from Jeff Spann, building consultant 
from the ELCA's Mission Investment 
fund, followed by workshops where 
members of Good Shepherd and St. James 
identified priorities and needs for building 
improvements.  This lead to the formation 
of a Building Use Task Force who has spent 
many hours researching the various 
recommendations from lighting to flooring 
to remodeling and more. The hard work and 
planning is reaching a culmination and we 
are nearing a point where the Building Use 
Task Force and Council will present a plan, 
with costs, to the Congregation. We are all 
excited about the upgrades and updates and 
look forward to sharing the plan with Good 
Shepherd and St. James.  
Krista Larsen, President 

Thanks to all who gave (and gave a little extra) in August and September so our giving could catch up with 
our expenses.  Our God is a God of Abundance and He wants us to share!  Thank you! 
Finance Team 
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We are again happy to welcome new members to 

our church family. Please welcome them as they 

make Good Shepherd their home.  

Elin and Werner Doehner 

Bill and Melanie Nesheim 

Nancy Nesheim 

Michael Rollins (with 

his wife Robin) 
Continued on next page …….. 
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Bible Study Opportunity 
 
Pastors Janet and Jennifer will be co-leading a four-session Bible study during September and October. 
We’ll be looking at texts for the upcoming Sunday, and we’ll explore them using different creative 
methods.  
Bible Study will be on Tuesday nights, starting with a pot-luck at 6 pm. 
 
Dates: 
October 1 
October 8 – NO SESSION 
October 15 

Eugene and Barbara Kopf 
 
Gene and Barbara both grew up in Rochester, 
NY.  Barbara attended the University of Rochester, 
majoring in math, and Gene, attended Middlebury 
College, followed by RPI (Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute), earning his degree in Electrical Engineering. 
They married in 1959 and have a son David and a 
daughter Deborah.    
 
After a tour as a lieutenant in the Army they move to the 
west coast where Gene was employed by the Stanford 
Research Institute, and earned his Master’s degree in 
Electrical Engineering at Stanford. They moved back to Maryland and the DC area at the Government’s 
request.  During 10 years in government, Gene became the Director of the Strategic Technical Office of 
DARPA during the cold war, then Deputy Director of the same agency while it developed the ARPA net; 
that morphed into the Internet. Finally he became a Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force. 
 
After leaving government service, Gene became President of a division of Litton Industries in Lexington, 
MA.  Barbara earned a Master’s degree in accounting from Bentley College and subsequently worked as 
an accountant. While there, they built a home in Meredith, NH on the lake, intending it to be their 
retirement home. They both retired in l997.  Gene took up wood-turning when he retired while Barbara 
continued making her prize-winning quilts which have been shown at National Quilt Shows.    
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 CARING FOR OTHERS COMMITTEE   

Lee Krueckeberg 

For the benefit of the newest members of Good Shepherd let me explain that the Caring for 
Others  Committee is tasked with the Outreach ministries of this congregation.   Some congregations call it 
“Social Ministry”.    We  strive to show God’s Love outside the walls of the church, particularly in 
Laconia.  We help to feed hungry schoolchildren in the summer; we provide food baskets at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas; we gather over 100 Christmas gifts for Laconia children;  we support the work of the Belknap 
House Shelter for Homeless families; we raise money to send eight Laconia children to Camp Calumet in the 
summer;  we participate in the Laconia Multicultural Festival;  and we feed hungry people two or three times 
a month.  Good Shepherd has been especially active in feeding hungry people:  at the Salvation Army on the 
fourth Thursday of the month ; Isaiah 61 Café, a center for homeless people and others, on the second 
Tuesday of the month, and four times a year we provide a dinner meal at Hands Across The Table, which is 
served every Wednesday evening at St Andre Bessette Parish Hall. 
 
The Hands Across The Table (HATT) meals have been planned, shopped for, cooked and served by a team 
faithfully led by Allan Cornelius and Elaine Cote for many years.  I regret to say that  they have resigned this 
position for personal reasons.  At a special meeting the Committee decided to make an “ALL HANDS ON 
DECK” effort  to provide the next meal which is to be served on Wednesday, November 22 and, in keeping 
with Allan and Elaine’s tradition, it will be a Thanksgiving meal.  Allan will help! 
 
We will be looking for people to volunteer to buy and roast a turkey and bring it to St Andre’s.  We will ask 
for donations of desserts.  We will ask for volunteers.  We think we can do this!  Brad Wolff will apply for the 
Thrivent Grant ($250.), Carol Ford will write out the menu, Mary Oswalt and her sister, Kathy will shop.  We 
will plan to serve dinner to 125 people!  I hope you will help, too!  Watch the Thursday email blasts from 
Pastor Jenn for more information.   
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LACONIA MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL 

 

The day was wonderful:  the sun came out and there were lots of 
people.  We had a brand new banner; we wore our yellow “ God’s 
Work; Our Hands” shirts which matched the banner, we marched in 
the parade,  and we handed out 288 dixie cups of ice cream!  A big 
Thank You to Linda and John Fischer; Pastor Jenn and Gerry Hitt; Mary 
Oswalt, Wendy Miller, Mary Divers, Bev and Jim Nelson; Doug 
Salvesen, Carol and John Ford; Marcia Feener; and  Lee Krueckeberg.   

Celebration of Pastor’s 20th Anniversary  

THANK YOU!  

20 years ago, “The Church” confirmed the Holy Spirit’s call to pastoral ministry, and I was ordained a pastor 
in the ELCA. You have been shepherded by many different pastors over your life of faith, each of whom 
proclaimed the Gospel to you in word and deed. I want you to know how much I appreciate your willingness 
to receive the gifts that each pastor has to offer.  The one thing pastors have in common is our love for Jesus 
and our love for you, the church. Last weekend we celebrated 20 years of ministry, which is OUR ministry. In 
celebrating this event, you joined the great cloud of witnesses that extends through time and space. You 
celebrated me, and in celebrating me, celebrated all of the pastors who have touched your life; and in you, 
all the people whom I’ve been privileged to pastor were present. Thanks for showing up. Whatever part you 
played, thank you. It was beautiful—a worship service with our former bishop preaching and some of my 
favorite hymns, a Cast-Iron Cook-Off, and the Sweet & Savory Pie Potluck- what a weekend! Again, thank 
you. 
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Cast Iron cook off Celebration of Pastor’s 20th Anniversary  

“a wonderful celebration”  

Thanks to all that participated and shared food and 

fellowship. 
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FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

Joanne Wilhelm - joanne@farecho.us 

Return to OKTOBERFEST! 
 

Fri Oct 18 at 6 pm at Good Shepherd Fellowship Hall 
Join us for a night of German cuisine.... Bratwurst, 
cucumber salad, pretzels, sauerkraut, German 
Potato Salad.... see the sign up at church and let us 
know what you are bringing. Are you a home beer 
brewer? We need you, too! Your Friends are 
Welcome! 
 
Questions.... Joanne Wilhelm 688-5010 
joanne@ FarEcho.us 

Food and Fellowship was fun 

for all at Joe and Carolyn 

Bascetta’s home on the Lake.  

http://farecho.us/
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Fellowship Hour After 10:30 Service 
 

HELP IS NEEDED 

PLEASE SIGN UP/VOLUNTEER TO HELP 

 

• Provide items to serve 

• Set up  

• Clean up 

Email elaine@hirshan.com 

sign up on the wall or call 603-986-6512. 
Thank you! 

Church Directory Additions/Corrections– 

 make changes in your directory using the page of new 

members located in your mail box in Fellowship Hall 

 

Need a Ride to Church and/or other 

church sponsored events? 

Call church at 528-4078 to arrange a 

ride or  call Bev at 

253-4274 

We love seeing you 

at church. 

MEMBER MINISTRY HAPPENINGS  

 Bev Nelson 

Picture Wall Needs New Photos 

Pastor and I will be asking you to pose 

for a new photo for the wall in 

Fellowship Hall. Everyone loves the 

wall. Thank You. 

Bev Nelson, Member Ministry 

School of Lay Ministry class meets at 8:45 

am on Sundays . Each Sunday they watch a 

video from a series titled “From Jesus to 

Luther”. Guests are always welcome.  

mailto:elaine@hirshan.com
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Contact Information: 

2238 Parade Road, Laconia, NH 03246 

Phone: (603)528-4078 

E-mail: office@goodshepherdnh.org 

www.goodshepherdnh.org 

Pastor: The Rev. Jennifer Hitt 

pastor.jhitt@gmail.com 

 

NAME TAGS 

Name Tags are found in your 

mailboxes. If you  need a name tag, leave a 

note in Member Ministry mailbox or leave a 

message at the church office. We will gladly 

make one for you to wear. Thank you for 

taking the time to retrieve and wear yours.   

The Member Ministry Committee 

PRAYING FOR OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
  

Each month, we publish a Prayer List 

For Healing and those in uniform. 

Ushers distribute this list each 

Sunday. 

• Call the office if you have a 

person to add or remove from 

these lists.   

• Remember to add those in need of our prayers 

Assisted Listening-NEW 

TECHNOLOGY  

Available to aid in listening at Good Shepherd 

office@goodshepherdnh.org
www.goodshepherdnh.org
pastor.jhitt@gmail.com

