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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

2238 Parade Road  

Laconia, New Hampshire 
Serving the Lakes Region 

APRIL 2019 Newsletter 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings: Prayer 

“Prayer encompasses heaven and earth; it tangles angels, 
paramecia and humans in a cosmic web.”  Zaleski in Prayer: A 
History 

Moving through Lent towards Holy Week and into Easter, I’ve 
been pondering prayer. I’ve been praying, yes, and also 
thinking about what it is to pray. Do you ever wonder what 
prayer is? We send words off into that space that is beyond 
ourselves, and… ? 

If you were in worship on St. Patrick’s Day, you learned about 
the benediction I often use, and how it’s rooted in Celtic circle 
prayers and breastplate prayers.  Paul’s letter to the church in 
Ephesus offers a classic example of putting on the whole 
armor of God. (Ephesians 6:10-18) 

On April 10th, our final mid-week Lenten gathering, we’ll be 
talking about Spiritual Practices, so I’m being intentionally 
brief! I’ll leave you with some images to ponder from the 
poem Prayer (1) by George Herbert. 

   Prayer the church's banquet, angel's age,  

  God's breath in man returning to his birth,  

  The soul in paraphrase, heart in pilgrimage,  

   Reversed thunder, Christ-side-piercing spear,  

   Softness, and peace, and joy, 
and love, and bliss,  

  Exalted manna, gladness of the 
best,  

   Church-bells beyond the stars 
heard, the soul's blood,…  

 

CELTIC BENEDICTION 

May God be always 

Above you, to watch over you 

Beneath you, to carry you 

In front of you, to guide you 

Behind you, to protect you 

Beside you, to walk with you 

and within you, to light your 

way. 

And may God, whom we know 

as Creator, Redeemer + and 

Sanctifier bless you and keep 

you, this day and 

forevermore. Amen. 

CALENDAR ON PAGE 4 
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Holy Week 

Palm Sunday (April 14th) begins with a joint coffee hour at 9 am, followed by joint 

worship at 10 am. We’ll begin in the Fellowship Hall. The palms will be blessed, the 
processional Gospel will be read, and then the processional Hosanna will be taught to both 
congregations, with Foundational Singers helping with the 2 parts. Weather permitting, a 
procession will move from the fellowship hall through the parking lot into the sanctuary. 
Once we’re all in the sanctuary, we will sing “All Glory, Laud, and Honor.” (We will have 
ushers from both congregations assisting.) From there we will move through the Palm 

Sunday liturgy, Eucharist and end with the reading of the Passion narrative according to Luke.   

Maundy Thursday (April 18th)  will be Dinner Church for both congregations at 6 p.m. The Eucharist is part of 
the meal. After the service, the altar will be stripped. 

Good Friday (April 19th) is a joint service at 7 p.m.   

Easter Sunday services (April 21st )  will be held at the usual times – 

7:45 am (Good Shepherd), 9 am (St. James), 10:30 (Good Shepherd). 

Maundy Thursday Dinner Church 

On Maundy Thursday we ritually mark the night in which Jesus was betrayed. This 
year, together with the Episcopalians, we are planning “Dinner Church.” Jesus 
gathered with his disciples at table, and transformed the ordinary bread and wine of 
that meal. The sermon is shared while we are at table, and the conversations around 
the tables continue the proclamation of the Word. The “Dinner Church” movement 
began at a mission congregation in New York City named St. Lydia’s and has spread 
from there. You may have read the most recent issue of the “Living Lutheran” which 
profiled “Dinner Church” being celebrated in Germany. (If you missed it, here’s the 
link: https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/02/dinner-church-shares-international-hospitality/) 

Here are some explanations from St. Lydia’s website: 

At Dinner Church, worship takes place at the table around a big, delicious meal that we cook together. 
Communion is made as we share food and ourselves by exploring scripture, singing, and praying together. 

Why is your worship centered around a meal? 

Worship at St. Lydia’s is based on the worship in the Early Church. In the second and third centuries, 
Christians gathered for sacred meals they called the Eucharist (a Greek word that means “thanksgiving”). 
Jesus and many of his first followers were Jewish, so the meals were related to Jewish Sabbath supper and 
Seder meals, and involved blessing bread and a cup. The meals shared by these early Christians were the 
great-great grandparent of our modern Eucharist, also called Communion or the Lord’s Supper. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/02/dinner-church-shares-international-hospitality/
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Maundy Thursday Dinner Church 

 

On Maundy Thursday we ritually mark the night in 
which Jesus was betrayed. This year, together 
with the Episcopalians, we are planning “Dinner 
Church.” Jesus gathered with his disciples at table, 
and transformed the ordinary bread and wine of 
that meal. The sermon is shared while we are at 
table, and the conversations around the tables 
continue the proclamation of the Word. The 
“Dinner Church” movement began at a mission 
congregation in New York City named St. Lydia’s 
and has spread from there. You may have read 
the most recent issue of the “Living Lutheran” 
which profiled “Dinner Church” being celebrated 
in Germany. (If you missed it, here’s the link: https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/02/
dinner-church-shares-international-hospitality/) 

Here are some explanations from St. Lydia’s website: 

At Dinner Church, worship takes place at the table around a big, delicious meal that we 
cook together. Communion is made as we share food and ourselves by exploring 
scripture, singing, and praying together. 

Why is your worship centered around a meal? 

Worship at St. Lydia’s is based on the worship in the Early Church. In the second and 
third centuries, Christians gathered for sacred meals they called the Eucharist (a Greek 
word that means “thanksgiving”). Jesus and many of his first followers were Jewish, so 
the meals were related to Jewish Sabbath supper and Seder meals, and involved 
blessing bread and a cup. The meals shared by these early Christians were the great-
great grandparent of our modern Eucharist, also called Communion or the Lord’s 
Supper. 

Is this meal a Eucharist? 

Yes. We bless our meal with the earliest known Eucharistic Prayer called the Didache, 
drawn from the second century. Our Presider chants the prayer. The congregation sings 
a response during the blessing, then shares the bread saying, “This is my body.” 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/02/dinner-church-shares-international-hospitality/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/02/dinner-church-shares-international-hospitality/
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Wednesdays in Lent 

April 3rd – Lutherans and Episcopalians: liturgy  

April 10th – Spiritual Practices 

We are gathering at p.m. for soup and fellowship, 
followed by Pastors Janet and Jennifer leading us in 
spirited teaching and conversation. A service of Compline 
(Evening Prayer) has ended the evening. We’ve looked at 
Lutheran and Episcopal history, at how we’ve arrived at where we are, and shared 
some of our favorite hymns. Our last two weeks we will delve into liturgy and 

 

Confirmation Class: April 

Polycarp, NT Canon, Origen, Diocletian, Edict of Milan and Apostolical 
Succession – If these names or words don’t ring a bell for you, perhaps you 
need to brush up on “the Story of the Church”.  If so, you are invited to join 
the confirmation class in learning about the history of the early church on 
Sunday mornings from April 28th through May 26th.  You are welcome at 
some or all of these sessions.  For further information, contact Pastor 
Jennifer or Linda Salatiello. 

March 31st  No Confirmation Class 

April 7th  Confirmation Class will be participating in the Ministry Fair, beginning at 9 am. 

April 14th Confirmation Class will be participating in leading the Palm Sunday procession. 
(Joint worship with St. James, coffee & fellowship at 9, worship at 10.) 

April 21st  Easter Sunday – no Confirmation Class  

April 28th Beginning of a 5 week series taught by Linda Salatiello  
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Church office is usually staffed 
Monday-Thursday, 9-2 . 

 

April Calendar 
Everyone is welcome to all events 

Sundays at 7:45 & 10:30 am - Worship services 
weekly  

—————————————————————— 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

Articles, announcements, photos or any 

newsworthy information/articles  can be sent 

to Bev Nelson who is currently preparing the 

newsletter. 

bjnelson61@roadrunner.com 

Look for the next issue of the newsletter to 

be published  May 1st. Articles will be due 

April 22nd. Thank you! Bev Nelson 

CALENDAR EVENTS 
From the Church Office Corner….. If you have an 
event that should be included on the Monthly 
Calendar, please let me know by phone, email or 
note on my desk. Thanks for helping me keep 
the Church Community informed of the monthly 
activities here at Good Shepherd. 

Thanks, Nancy Poole 
Office administrator 

603-528-4078 
office@goodshepherdnh.org 

PLEASE READ THE WEEKLY E-BLAST FOR 

ADDITIONAL EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES AS THEY 

OCCUR.  

APRIL CALENDAR 

 

3 Mid-week Lent soup supper (6 pm) 

7 Ministry Fair (9 am) 

7 Caring for others (after 10:30 am worship) 

8 Worship & Music (4 pm) 

9 Isaiah 61 Lunch (11:30 am) 

13 Ken Steuer’s Memorial Service (1:30 pm) 

14 Coffee before Palm Sunday Service (9 am) 

14 Combined Palm Sunday service with St. James (10 am) 

17 Church Council (7 pm) 

18 Maundy Thursday Dinner Service with St. James (6 pm) 

19 Good Friday Services with St. James (7 pm) 

25 Salvation Army Lunch (11:30 am) 

 

 

April 14: Palm Sunday 

Joint worship with St. James 

Joint Coffee Hour 9 am 

Worship 10 am 

mailto:bjnelson61@roadrunner.co
mailto:office@goodshepherdnh.org
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Forward Ho! 

 

On March 16
th
 Good Shepherd played host to five other congregations in the Synod’s Forward 

Leadership Community. The title of the session was “Crucial Conversations” and it was ably 

facilitated by Sara Anderson. 

A crucial conversation is one in which three potentially explosive factors come into play at the same 

time: opposing opinions, strong emotions, and high stakes. When we find ourselves in a crucial 

conversation, we probably tend toward one of two options: “silence” (when we withdraw) or 

“violence” (when we get aggressive). Neither of these choices helps move the conversation in a 

positive direction! Instead, when conflict arises, we need to stop and take a look at underlying 

assumptions. What are the actual facts, and what story am I building around those facts to justify 

retreading (silence) or going on the offensive (violence). Careful listening and a real focus on the 

relationship rather than “winning” are keys to productive outcomes when a conversation gets sticky. 

In other Forward Leadership news: 

The first meeting of Good Shepherd’s two Forward teams took place on March 10
th
. The 

AwayTeam – those of us who are going off to ten different training sessions over the year – 

consists of Pastor Jenn, Brian Sanford, Lee Kruekeberg and Rebecca Frame. The Home Team – 

the group that will help pass along to the congregation what we’re learning at these sessions – 

consists of Eric Johnson, Debbie Brooks, Paula Pomeroy, Jan Learned, John Kruekeberg and 

Joanne Wilhelm. 

Because Good Shepherd was hosting the Crucial Conversations seminar, several of our Home 

Team members took advantage of the unusual opportunity to attend the workshop on the 16
th
. 

They infiltrated the tables of the other congregations and seemed to be enjoying themselves. 

Knowing them, probably stirring things up! 

A great big thank you to Linda Fischer, who did all the 

complicated hospitality stuff of making sure that 

everybody got plenty of food and beverages. 

Thanks to Pastor Jenn, the tables were sprinkled with 

monster-shaped finger puppets. These creatures were 

seen to be holding quite non-productive squabbles 

(crucial conversations??) during the day. Shame on 

them! 

Rebecca Frame 
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A joint Bible Study with the 

Episcopalians will begin during the 

season of Easter. 

This will be an eight week commitment, 

either Monday or Thursday afternoons. 

(Advise pastor of your preference if you 

intend to participate) 

Join Your Voice in Song  

"How can I keep from singing?" go the words to a familiar 

hymn. We're asking the same question, and invite you to join 

your voice with others in group singing for the upcoming 

liturgical seasons of Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. While the 

word "choir" can create both expectations and fear, I'd like to 

encourage Foundational Singers of all ages and voice ranges to 

learn some new music for the benefit of the liturgy and the 

inclusion of the greater congregation. You don't need to have 

sight reading or other musical skills, just a desire to raise your 

voice in song. We'll meet between services downstairs in the 

church. If you have questions or would like more information, 

please ask me - Melissa McCarthy, me@thestudionh.com or 

603-455-6361 (call or text). You gotta sing when the spirit 

says sing! 

 

 In memoriam: Kenneth Steuer 

 

A memorial service for Ken Steuer will be held at Good 
Shepherd on Saturday, April 13th at 1:30 pm with a reception 
to follow. Kenneth Steuer was a charter member of Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church- you can find his name on the charter that hangs above the welcome desk 
in the narthex. Dr. Kenneth Andrew Steuer, Ph.D., 61, died March 14, 2019, at 
home in Mattawan, MI. He was born in 1957, in Sayville, NY, the son of Andrew 
and M. Dorothy "Dot" (Schunk) Steuer. Surviving are his wife of 24 years, Susan 
(Burns) Steuer; mother, Dot Steuer; daughters, Jennifer (Brent) Cahill, Magdalena 
Steuer, and Julianna Steuer; grandchildren, Blaise and Maverick Cahill; sister, Julianna (Ronald) Nelson; 
brother, Timothy (Christine) Steuer, and other family members and friends. Ken was preceded in death by 
his father, Andrew Edward Steuer. 

mailto:me@thestudionh.com


 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church                                              Page 8                                                   March 2019             

 

 

 

 

Need a Ride to Church and/or other 

church sponsored events? 

Call church at 528-4078 to arrange a 

ride or  call Bev at 253-4274 

We love seeing you at church. 

 
FOOD BANK REQUEST 

 
 
We have recently heard from the Community Action Program (CAP) 
regarding their food pantry. They are in dire need of food. The wish list for the hungry people of 
Laconia is as follows: 
                             
Tuna              Spaghetti Sauce               SpaghettiOs            RavioliOs 
Peanut Butter                 Mac & Cheese                 Canned Corn           Juice 

  
They do NOT need soup, beans or green beans. 

  
Bring your donation to the church.  There is a cart in the Narthex for food donations.  We will 
take it downtown as the cart fills up.   
  
Thank you! 

 

Fellowship Hour 

After 2nd Service 

 

HELP IS NEEDED 

PLEASE SIGN UP/VOLUNTEER TO HELP 

1. provide items to serve 

2.  Set up 

3. Clean up 

Email elaine@hirshan.com sign up on the 

wall or call 603-986-6512. Thank you! 

 

 CARING FOR OTHERS MINISTRY– feeding the hungry monthly 

ISAIAH 61 LUNCH 
April 9th  at 11:30 A.M. 

Casseroles, desserts, rolls, salads all welcome. Servers 

Welcome. 

 

Please sign up if you can help.  

Questions - talk to Lee Krueckeberg 

SALVATION ARMY LUNCHEON 
April 23rd at 11:30 A.M. 

 Look for the sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall.  

 

PLEASE SIGN UP IF YOU CAN HELP. 

Questions - Talk to Mary Oswalt 

mailto:elaine@hirshan.com
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CARING FOR OTHERS COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Shepherd’s continuing efforts to help feed hungry people allows us to interact with Laconia residents 
whose  lives are often complicated and difficult.  This is especially true at Isaiah 61 Café where we provide 
lunch once a month.  People are so glad to see us when we show up wearing our yellow “God’s Work; Our 
Hands” t-shirts.  There are eager hands offering to help unload cars and carry food inside.  “What did you 
bring today?”  “Wow, this smells good!”  “I love it when you guys show up!”  All this makes us smile.  Often a 
guest will share an accomplishment or a concern with us.  Last month a young man asked Pastor Jenn to pray 
for him as he was going to a job interview.  

I met a young woman who was with an older woman.  The young woman was showing her mother around the 
building: the showers, the washing machines, the kitchen.  She explained that she had become addicted and 
eventually lost her job, her apartment and then custody of her child.   She  discovered Isaiah 61  and after 
awhile she asked Dave Longval, the Director, for help.  Long story, short:  she is now “clean”, has a place to 
live and has regained custody of her child.  She was showing her mother around the place that had helped 
her. 

We are so grateful for your gifts of casseroles, salads and desserts and for your help at the meals whether it 
be at Isaiah 61, the Salvation Army or at Hands Across the Table.  We don’t always know what a difference we 
make in another persons life.   

Want to help?  Look for the sign-up sheets in the Social Hall  or Isaiah 61: Second Tuesday 
see Lee Krueckeberg; Salvation Army: Fourth Thursday see Mary Oswalt;Hand Across the 
Table:  Wednesday Evenings every week see Allan Cornelius.  

 

HOPE HAITIAN CHOIR 

We have received a post from the Hope Haitian Choir regarding a 
GOFUNDME page which has been established in order to fill the 
shelves at the School of Hope Library.  The goal is $3500 for 379 
books that the teachers there have requested.  You might 
remember that when the Hope Haitian Choir travels  along the 
eastern coast they are raising money to support the school.  If 
you are interested in supporting the library fund go to https://
www.gofundme.com/school-of-hope-library 

https://www.gofundme.com/school-of-hope-library
https://www.gofundme.com/school-of-hope-library
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEMBERS 

The Church Council normally meets 3rd 

Wednesday every month at 7 pm.  

Officers 

Krista Larsen: president 

Brian Sanford: vice president 

Beverly Nelson: secretary 

Bruce Wilhelm: treasurer 

Members at Large 
Sue Buckman 

Lee Krueckeberg 

Rebecca Frame 

Robin Rollins 

Rebecca Walkley 

 Good Shepherd’s Financial Secretary: 

Ralph Rathjen 

 CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 

COUNCIL UPDATE: 
 
 The Congregation Council’s March meeting focused 
on moving ahead with Old Business and making 
progress on New Business. We re-invigorated our 
conversation about Council and committee liaisons 
and broadened the discussion to include Council 
and member relationships. We also discussed the 
December 2018 report from the Building Use Task 
force focusing on the recommended improvements 
to the Narthex. 
Under Newer) Business items, Council made the 
decision to support Property Committee’s 
recommendation to move forward with hiring 
additional cleaning services through the Senior 
Community Service Employee Program (SCSEP). 
This is a federal program that provides employment 
and job training to people over 55.  Finally, Council 
reviewed recommendations to improve our website 
including how it looks and how it functions- think 
domain name registrar and web host, which I won’t 
pretend to fully understand but we’re grateful to be 
guided by knowledgeable hands. 
Next meeting is April 17. 
Respectfully, 
Krista Larsen  
Council President  

Assisted Listening-NEW TECHNOLOGY  

Available to aid in listening at Good Shepherd 

We have recently installed an assisted listening system in our sanctuary. If 

you have any difficulty hearing all or some of the morning service the 

system is designed to improve your reception of speech. The system 

consists of personal receivers, head sets and/or ear buds.  The volume for 

each receiver can be adjusted to meet individual listening needs. The 

reviews from individuals who have used these devices have exclaimed that 

they work fantastically. Please give them a try. Disclaimer: contrary to 

rumors the system is not capable of picking up the Red Sox games or your 

favorite music station. 

If you need help, ask an usher. They will be able to help you enjoy this new technology.  
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Celebrate April 

Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 

 

Everyone loves receiving birthday and 

anniversary cards. Member Ministry is 

working on a very old list. We need your 

special dates. Soon we will begin updating 

this list. Watch for our call.  Bev Nelson 

and Sharlee Hynes. 

Financial News from the Treasurer 

Bruce Wilhelm 

 

GIVE+ online giving is very convenient, however, 

there is a small, but real cost to Good Shepherd 

for this convenience.  As mentioned during Annual 

Meeting, you can also setup regular scheduled 

contributions using your bank’s online bill-pay 

feature, often at no charge.  As with GIVE+, you 

can schedule these weekly or monthly and the 

bank will automatically send offering checks to the 

Church in your name.  Whatever way you choose 

to support the ministry of Good Shepherd is fine 

with us.  Thank you for 

giving! 

  
Brothers and Sisters, 
Below is our financial situation as of Feb 28.  As you can see our Expenses are on track (which is a good 
thing).   
However, you can probably also see that our Contributions (or income) are far below both our 2019 
Spending Plan (or budget) as well as our actual expenses.  While giving in Jan and Feb is often slow and 
tends to pick up as the year goes on, 2019 seems to be lagging behind both 2017 and 2018 at this time of 
the year.  Fortunately we have ample cash reserves to weather short term seasonal giving shortfalls, so this 
is not an emergency.  But please reflect on your giving and be faithful and generous as we do God’s work. 
Thank you! 
Bruce Wilhelm 
Treasurer 
  
 

 
 
 

  

 Actual Planned Difference 

Contributions $      22,642   $      30,784   $      (8,142) 

Expenses $      30,183   $      30,784   $         (601) 

January-February 2019 
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Joanne Wilhelm 
603-689-5010 mobile  
www.pamperedchef.biz/Joanne 
 
 
• FOOD & FELLOWSHIP is looking for a host in 2019 . . . maybe a simple Friendsgiving or Game Day event 

with the Patriots?  You pick the dates and time and a simple theme if you’d like   . . . .   and then the 

magic happens! Join your Good Shepherd friends both old and new.   Contact Joanne Wilhelm if you can 

host or have any questions. This is for everyone!  

 
Food and Fellowship is Sunday, April 28 right after church at Ruth and Lee Englehardt home at 50 Timber 
Lane, Gilford. Plan to carpool from Good Shepherd. Sign up on the clipboard in the fellowship hall and 
bring muffins or fruit to share. 
 
Food and Fellowship continues through the summer and into the fall… There is a sign-up sheet for those who 
would like to host. Simply pick a month and a date when it gets closer and we will help get the word out. For 
more information contact Joanne Wilhelm 689-5010, joanne@farecho.us 

 

WE NEED HELP MAINTAINING OUR GARDENS 

Watch for ways you can help 

 

The gardens at the church were renewed in the Spring of 

2016 with much enthusiasm. Maintained organically and 

planted to attract insects and pollinators, the gardens are 

full of blooms, butterflies, bees, bugs, and birds. 

However, the initial renewal energy has gradually waned 

over time.  We need members to volunteer to weekly or 

biweekly tend to our gardens.   

http://www.pamperedchef.biz/Joanne
mailto:joanne@echo.us
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Contact Information: 

2238 Parade Road, Laconia, NH 03246 

Phone: (603)528-4078 

E-mail: office@goodshepherdnh.org 

www.goodshepherdnh.org 

Pastor: The Rev. Jennifer Hitt 

pastor.jhitt@gmail.com 

 

NAME TAGS 

Name Tags are found in your 

mailboxes. If you  need a name 

tag, leave a note in Member Ministry mail-

box or leave a message at the church office. 

We will gladly make one for you to wear. 

Thank you for taking the time to retrieve and 

wear yours.   The Member Ministry Com-

mittee 

 Church Directory Corrections 

Add: Linda Fischer lcfischer@mac.com 

Correct: Fischer phone # 603-744-5584 

Add Bascetta mail address: 152 Isabella Ave., Providence, RI 02908 

Member Ministry   
Card Ministry 

 
Remembering our Members with cards. 
Addresses can be found in directory or call 
office. Nancy can help you find addresses you 
need.  

These folks are homebound or recovering from 
surgery or illness. 

Walter Borchert     Irene McKinley 

Mary Jean Robison   Richard Seiss    

Arthur Stewart                   

office@goodshepherdnh.org
www.goodshepherdnh.org
pastor.jhitt@gmail.com
mailto:lcfischer@mac.com

