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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

2238 Parade Road  

Laconia, New Hampshire 
Serving God in the Lakes Region 

August 2019 Newsletter 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 
How shall we pray?  
The beginning of the eleventh chapter of the 
Gospel of Luke begins: “He was praying in a certain 
place, and after he had finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as 
John taught his disciples." What follows has been 
formed into what we know as “the Lord’s Prayer.” 
 
We have inherited a rich tradition of prayer, 
including “the Lord’s Prayer” and classic prayers 
for mealtime, morning and evening. There are books filled with prayers and prayer petitions, including an 
entire section in the front of our hymnal.  Many of us are comfortable praying prayers that we don’t have to 
“make up,” but when it comes to “extemporaneous” praying, lots of folks get tongue-tied. 
 
When it comes to extemporaneous prayer, I often think of a seminary professor I had. This professor would 
pray at length, incorporating all of their senses into the prayers. Together as a class, we’d find ourselves 
praying for those who were jackhammering the sidewalks outside the building as well as the migrating geese 
honking overhead. I learned to take a deep breath, center myself, extend my senses to perceive everything 
that was happening around me, and then offer all of it to God- including the distractions. 
 
As I was picking cucumbers and snapdragons this morning and praising God for the glorious day, I had this 
realization: cucumbers and snapdragons are stored love. They are tangible reminders of the glories of 
creation and little tangible love notes from God. A response to prayer, perhaps.  
 
How’s your prayer life? What love notes is God leaving for you to discover? 
 
Peace, Pastor Jennifer 

Worship at Camp Calumet Sunday, August 11th at 10:00 am in Freedom, NH 

This has been an annual event in August at Good Shepherd. Worship in the 

great outdoors is an amazing spiritual experience. Plan to attend.  

No 10:30 am service on August 11th in Laconia.. The 7:45 am worship service 

will be at Good Shepherd in Laconia, NH for those not wishing to travel to 

Camp Calumet. 

If you need a ride, call the church and car pooling can be arranged.  
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Church Picnic and Picking Blueberries  

for the Hungry. 

A warm, sunny day with fellowship, food and 

love for others in need. 

Wonderful Memories. 

Thank You Kris and Ralph for sharing your 

beautiful farm and its bountiful crop. 
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Church office is usually staffed 
Monday-Thursday, 9-2 . 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

Articles, announcements, photos or any 

newsworthy information/articles  can be sent 

to Bev Nelson who is currently preparing the 

newsletter. 

bjnelson61@roadrunner.com 

Look for the next issue of the newsletter to 

be published September 1st. Articles will be 

due Aug 25th. Thank you! Bev Nelson 

 

CALENDAR EVENTS 
From the Church Office Corner….. If you have an 
event that should be included on the Monthly 
Calendar, please let me know by phone, email or 
note on my desk. Thanks for helping me keep 
the Church Community informed of the monthly 
activities here at Good Shepherd. 

Thanks, Nancy Poole 
Office administrator 

603-528-4078 
office@goodshepherdnh.org 

 

PLEASE READ THE WEEKLY E-BLAST FOR 

ADDITIONAL EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES AS 

THEY OCCUR.  

AUGUST CALENDAR 
 
4 Caring for others (after 10:30 am worship) 
 
4 Food & Fellowship at Engelhardt's cottage for a 
cookout after services (see article for details) 
 
11 Worship at Camp Calumet (10 am) 
 
13 Isaiah 61 Lunch (11:30 am) 
 
14 Hands Across the Table Dinner (4 pm) Good 
Shepherd & St. James cooking & serving 
 
15 Nibblers Group  at Cielito in Bristol (11:30 am) 
 
18 Third Sunday Church (10:30 am) 
 
22 Salvation Army Lunch (11:30 am) 

COMING EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER  
 
13-15 School of Lay Ministry fall retreat 
 
18 Third Sunday Church (10:30 am) 
 
19 Nibblers  at Castle in the Clouds (11:30) 

mailto:bjnelson61@roadrunner.co
mailto:office@goodshepherdnh.org


 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church                                              Page 4                                                   August 2019             

Good Shepherd Bell  Choir  

Those attending worship Sunday were treated to musical selections from the Bell Choir. Thank you for 

sharing your time to enhance our worship.  Mary Divers, director, stated anyone who can count can be a 

successful ringer. Talk to Mary if you would like to join the bell choir. Practice is Monday evenings. 

Healthy You 

As I sit on my porch preparing the newsletter, I thank God for good health. It has been suggested we feature 

a column sharing healthy habits and how to care for our bodies.  

Mary Oswalt shared an article from AARP titled “Better Balance in Just 10 Minutes 

a Day. Check it out. 

https://www.aarp.org/health/healthy-living/info-2019/better-balance-

exercises.html 

Do you do yoga? Would you like to do prayer yoga? The Living Lutheran 

had an article that interested me. It  is titled “Enrich your prayer life with 

yoga”. Check it out and talk to me. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2016/01/enrich-prayer-life-yoga/  

Volunteer Driver Program  
Administrated by Community Action Program 

Jan Learned tells me one of the greatest needs in our 

community is rides for those not able to drive. People 

60 or older or with disabilities can register and 

schedule their rides 3-5 business days in advance. 

Drivers need to be 21 years of age. They go through a 

background check and demonstrate they have a 

dependable vehicle, valid driver’s license and auto insurance.  Drivers are paid 55 cents per mile. Please 

consider this opportunity to care for people in need of our community. vdcoordinator@bm-cap.org or call 

603-224-8043.  

https://www.aarp.org/health/healthy-living/info-2019/better-balance-exercises.html
https://www.aarp.org/health/healthy-living/info-2019/better-balance-exercises.html
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2016/01/enrich-prayer-life-yoga/
mailto:vdpcoordinator@bm-cap.org
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Forward ! 

 

The Good Shepherd Forward Leadership Teams met on July 15th to continue 
discussing the WHY. We used the parable of the Good Samaritan as a 
springboard. You might want to try what we did.  

With which character from the story do you identify yourself or Good Shepherd Lutheran Church? Are we 
the man who was beaten and left for dead? Are we the nominally “good” priest and Levite who turned away 
from the suffering victim? Are we the fellow who questioned Jesus, asking who was the “neighbor” he was 
supposed to love (and probably not much liking the answer!)? Are we the despised and outcast Samaritan, 
who helped against all odds? Or are we the robbers, who stripped and beat and left for dead an innocent 
person? 

Your Forward Leadership Teams thought hard about these questions. Who IS our neighbor? The parable 
suggests that our neighbor is the very person we are most reluctant to love. Our neighbor is the Honduran 
refugee, the gay teen, the drug addict, the homeless woman, the black man with dreadlocks. Good Shepherd 
works hard to serve our neighbors. Could we be doing more? 

Pastor Jennifer shared materials on three broader-church initiatives: The Reconciling in Christ Program, 
which focuses on inclusivity, the Emmaus Collective, which raises awareness of racism, and the AMMPARO 
program, which seeks to support immigrants and refugees. Moving “Forward,” we expect to learn more 
about these initiatives. 

Upcoming Forward Leadership events include another Home and Away Team gathering in August (TBA – 
listen for an announcement and join in!), a special presentation at the September Council meeting, and an 
Away Team training session on “Leadership  
Styles” on September 28. Looking ahead, Good Shepherd hosts the October 19 training session on 
“Community Engagement.” 
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 CARING FOR OTHERS MINISTRY by Lee Krueckeberg 

GOD’S WORK; OUR HANDS  -  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7   
LACONIA MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL 

 
 We will gather behind our banner,  “Love is Greater Than……”, at the Laconia 
Multicultural Festival near City Hall and share our love for our community.  This year 
we will hand out ice cream!  We have submitted a grant proposal to Thrivent to pay 
for ice cream sandwiches and cups and submitted our request for a table and 
chairs.  John Fischer has priced the ice cream, located a generator, figured out how to 
get our chest freezer downtown and we’ll be ready to go!  All we need is for YOU to 
show up in your yellow “Gods Work” tee shirt and spend an hour or all day having fun 
and fellowship and spreading the great news that God loves all of us.  There’ll be a sign
-up sheet in the social hall. 
  

BELKNAP HOUSE – TEMPORARY HOUSING FOR HOMELESS FAMILIES 
 

 Belknap House has implemented a significant change in operations.  When it opened four years ago the 
19-bed shelter was in operation for only nine months a year allowing it to be used as a hostel during the 
summer months.  This generated income to help with the year-round expenses.  The Board decided that 
due to the demands for housing homeless families,  beginning this year the House would operate as a 
temporary shelter all year. Families are referred to Belknap House by the county agencies.  All families 
are screened for income, medical issues, special needs, etc.  before they are approved   Once they are 
admitted they receive counselling, budgeting, child-rearing and other support services to enable them to 
avoid homelessness in the future. Volunteers are urgently needed.   If you’re interested, you may stop 
by at the House, 200 Court Street, Laconia, or talk to Peter Halfman who volunteers there. 
  

FOOD PANTRY 
 

 The cart in the Narthex is always available to be filled with non-perishable food for hungry people.  Once 
filled the food gets delivered to the Community Action Program offices downtown.   Everything you 
donate goes downtown.  The particular needs this month are Peanut Butter and Tuna Fish. 
  

ISAIAH 61 AND SALVATION ARMY 
 

 We continue to feed hungry people twice a month at the two locations.  This month we hope to keep the 
ovens off. So salads, top-of-the-stove, and hot dogs are on the menus!  We have been serving close to 
100 plates:  75 at Isaiah 61 and 25 at Salvation Army.  Your donations are very welcome.  Sign-up sheets 
are in the Social Hall. 
  

GOT LUNCH! LACONIA 
 

 Thank you to the Veggie Van Drivers and the Baggers!   We have received a ‘Thank You” from John 
Walker, the volunteer coordinator,  who said, “We love the partnership we have with Good Shepherd!” 
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HANDS ACROSS THE TABLE 
 

                  "To feed all who are hungry in body and 
spirit. We do so willingly 

                    with compassion and understanding." 
 We of Good Shepherd have accepted this mission as part 

of ministry to the community and along  with similar 
ministries at the Salvation Army and Isaiah 61. 

 
It is a great feeling to see the looks of joy on adults and 
children when they come to the dinners.  Good Shepherd 
has been part of Hands Across the Table since its beginning 
nine years ago. Elaine and Allan have been involved since it 
began. 
The people that have faithfully volunteered their time and 
service to provide for others have their reward.  We now 
share this ministry with our good friends from St. James 
Episcopal Church and as a team we willingly serve others in 
Christ's name.  We prepare, cook, and serve dinners for 
Hands Across the Table four times a year.  The time is near 
for us to serve another dinner with willingness of heart. 
 
We have a team of core volunteers led by Allan and 
Elaine.  We have need for 25-30 to present this meal.  Our 
next dinner will be AUGUST 14, 2019 at St. Andre Bessette 
Hall on Gilford Ave. in Laconia.  There is a sign-up sheet for 
this purpose in the Fellowship Hall at Good Shepherd.  If you 
would like to help and have questions, see Allan and Elaine 
or call them:  Allan (707-2545) or Elaine (369-0054). 

 Thank you, 
 Allan and Elaine 
 

Salvation Army Lunch 

Happy people providing food for others 

Camp Calumet sends a special thank you to 

members of Good Shepherd Church of 

Laconia, NH.  While attending the Beach BBQ,  

we delivered hula hoops to campers in the 

Girls Junior End. Each summer Good 

Shepherd donates a little something to the 

camp for campers.  
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Fellowship Hour After 10:30 Service 
 

HELP IS NEEDED 

PLEASE SIGN UP/VOLUNTEER TO HELP 

 

• Provide items to serve 

• Set up  

• Clean up 

Email elaine@hirshan.com sign up on the 

wall or call 603-986-6512. Thank you! 

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP  
 
FOOD & FELLOWSHIP is 

looking for a hosts . . . maybe 

a simple Friendsgiving or 

Game Day event with the Red Sox?  You pick the 

dates and time and a simple theme if you’d like   . 

. . .   and then the magic happens! Join your Good 

Shepherd friends both old and new.   Contact 

Joanne Wilhelm if you can host or have any 

questions. This is for everyone!  

• Simply choose a month and a 

date!  Let Joanne know your plans.  

• This is a fun way to get to know your 

church family in an informal setting 

over a shared meal.  

Joanne Wilhelm 
603-689-5010 mobile  

NIBBLERS  

Thursday, August 15th at 11:30 a.m. 

Gathering at 

Cielito Mexican Restaurant 

50 S Main St, Bristol, NH  

Sign up on “clipboard” in Fellowship Hall  

or call church to attend, 

Need a ride - Call Church (528-4078) 

AUGUST FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

August 4th gathering: 

Food and fellowship Sunday August for right after 
the late service at Lee and Ruth Engelhardt Cottage 
in Gilford. Bring an appetizer or a side dish or 
dessert to share. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be 
provided.  

65 Harris Shore Rd, Gilford  603 524-7793 or 603 340 
5888 

Take Harris Shore Rd-the road across from Patrick's 
Pub and it is the 5th house on the R side of the road. 

Come anytime but we will eat at noon. 

SEPTEMBER FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

Sunday Sept 8 hosted by Joe & Carolyn Bascetta at 
their cottage, 34 Heights Rd, Gilford. 
Join us for Bocce and a cookout.  Sign up in 

Fellowship Hall to bring a side, appetizer or dessert. 

 

mailto:elaine@hirshan.com
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NEW England Synod School of Lay Ministry 

https://sites.google.com/site/nesynodschooloflayministryelca/application 

Are you interested in learning more about the teachings of the Lutheran Church? Enroll now in the New 

England Synod’s School of Lay Ministry – NOW! 

Eighteen of our members have attended the school of Lay ministry as an opportunity for them to grow in 

their faith and expand their knowledge of the old and New Testament and church history. It is a two year 

program and registration is due by August 1st. Classes will begin after the required retreat in September.  

 Forms and information are available on the NE Synod web site (click on Resources) or copies will be 

available in the church office. Our church will provide financial support to those individuals enrolling in the 

School of Lay Ministry. The completed forms will require a signature from Pastor Jennifer Hitt. 

 

 

 

 

Retreat Dates for the coming sessions are:  

September 13-15, 2019 - Camp Calumet (Fall Theological Year) 

May 15-17, 2020 - Camp Calumet (Spring Theological Year) 

September 2020- Camp Calumet (Fall Biblical Year) 

May 2021 - Camp Calumet (Spring Biblical Year) 

 

Time is running out to sign up for SLM 2019-2020 

 

SLM Participants Over the Years at Good Shepherd 

John & Grita Olmstead 

Don Webber 

Allan Cornelius 

Lee Krueckeberg 

Barbara Ryder 

Linda Smith 

Jan Learned 

Bev Anderson 

Michael & Sharlee Hynes 

Wendy Miller 

Jeff Williams 

Jim & Bev Nelson 

Robin & Michael Rollins 

John & Carol Ford 

Gerry Hitt 

https://sites.google.com/site/nesynodschooloflayministryelca/application
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2019 CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEMBERS 

The Church Council normally meets 3rd Wednes-

day every month at 7 pm.  

Officers 
Krista Larsen: president 

Brian Sanford: vice president 

Beverly Nelson: secretary 

Bruce Wilhelm: treasurer 

Members at Large 
Sue Bucknam 

Lee Krueckeberg 

Rebecca Frame 

Robin Rollins 

Rebecca Walkley 

 Good Shepherd’s Financial Secretary: Ralph 

Rathjen 

 

 CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 

 

GIVE+ online giving is very convenient, however, there is a small, but real cost to Good Shepherd for this convenience.  As mentioned 

during Annual Meeting, you can also setup regular scheduled contributions using your bank’s online bill-pay feature, often at no 

charge.  As with GIVE+, you can schedule these weekly or monthly and the bank will automatically send 

offering checks to the Church in your name.  Whatever way you choose to support the ministry of Good 

Shepherd is fine with us.  Thank you for giving! 

From The Council President, Krista Larsen  
 
In July, the Council spent a majority of our meeting 
discussing a draft Gift Policy. Ralph Rathjen, Financial 
Secretary has been working for months on a draft 
policy that addresses giving and receiving gifts.  
 
Council has been discussing over the last year on best 
policies and practices for Good Shepherd to accept 
gifts while honoring and respecting those that give to 
Good Shepherd. 
 
The draft Gift Policy will be emailed to the 
congregation for review and comments. If you would 
like a hard copy mailed to you, call Nancy in the office. 
The policy will be on the Council’s October-2019 
agenda for final review and approval. Council and the 
task force welcome your feedback. 
 
Thank you to Ralph Rathjen, Bruce Wilhelm, 
Treasurer, Susan Bucknam, Council member, and Ray 
Massey for their hard work on this important work to 
further our mission in Christ 
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Treasurer’s Report by Bruce Wilhelm 

 

Education Fund Report  

Education Fund – 2nd. Qtr. 2019 

Beginning Value 4/1/19    $317,324 

Dividends                         1,819 

Fees                                 -388 

Spending                         -10,000 

Gains                               5,674 

Ending Value                       $314,429 

We continue to have good financial 

results. The $10,000 expenditure was 

for our first year commitment to the 

NE Synod Fund for Leaders. 

Jim Nelson 

Treasurer’s Report thru June 2019 

June’s giving dropped off sharply and July giving continues to be well below both our needs and 
expectations.  Our plan is $3,500 per week and the weekly giving went from an average of about $3,800/week 
in May to only $2,900/week in June.   

 June Year To Date (YTD) Income is $3,500 below the same period in 2018 and $7,000 below the 2019 Budget 
Plan approved by the congregation in January.  GSLC leadership has been doing a great job of controlling 
expenses so far this year and is under budget.  But 2019 June YTD Income still falls short of Expenses by $3,000. 

 We have seen big swings like this before, but it wasn’t expected in June (or July).  This is not an immediate 
financial problem as we have adequate reserves. However, this is not sustainable long term without significant 
further belt tightening, which of course affects our ministry.   Please review your giving and pledges and be 
faithful to our mission here at GSLC.   

Thank you! 

Bruce Wilhelm 

Treasurer 
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 Church Directory Corrections– make changes  

in your directory 

Add: Linda Fischer email: lcfischer@mac.com 

Correct: Fischer phone # 603-744-5584 Linda Fischer email is  

lcfischer 

Add Bascetta mail address: 152 Isabella Ave., Providence, RI 02908 (No mail received in NH). 

Add Ray Masse email address: ray.masse@gmail.com 

       

 

New Webpage is coming! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need a Ride to Church and/or other 

church sponsored events? 

Call church at 528-4078 to arrange a 

ride or  call Bev at 253-4274 

We love seeing you 

at church. 

We are updating our records, and need to know your 
birthday, your anniversary, and if you can locate it, your 
baptism date & place. Call or email the office with your 
important dates. (EVEN if you think we already have 
the information, please send it along.) Nancy is making 
phone calls to obtain this information, so if you’d just zap 
me back a note, it’ll make the “work of the church” a 
little bit easier.  Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

MEMBER MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 

mailto:lcfischer@mac.com
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Contact Information: 

2238 Parade Road, Laconia, NH 03246 

Phone: (603)528-4078 

E-mail: office@goodshepherdnh.org 

www.goodshepherdnh.org 

Pastor: The Rev. Jennifer Hitt 

pastor.jhitt@gmail.com 

 

NAME TAGS 

Name Tags are found in your 

mailboxes. If you  need a name tag, leave a 

note in Member Ministry mailbox or leave a 

message at the church office. We will gladly 

make one for you to wear. Thank you for 

taking the time to retrieve and wear yours.   

The Member Ministry Committee 

PRAYING FOR OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
  

Each month, we publish a Prayer List 

For Healing and those in uniform. 

Ushers distribute this list each 

Sunday. 

• Call the office if you have a 

person to add or remove from 

these lists.   

• Remember to add those in need of our prayers 

Assisted Listening-NEW 

TECHNOLOGY  

Available to aid in listening at Good Shepherd 

office@goodshepherdnh.org
www.goodshepherdnh.org
pastor.jhitt@gmail.com

