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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

2238 Parade Road  

Laconia, New Hampshire 
Serving God in the Lakes Region 

May 2019 Newsletter 

 

       Special Congregational Meeting   

June 2nd after the 10:30 am Service 

To consider amendments to Good Shepherd’s 
Constitution to bring it into alignment with the ELCA Model Constitution.  

The Church Council 
unanimously recommends the proposed changes. 

Alleluia- Christ is Risen!  Christ is risen indeed—alleluia! 

Fifty days—that’s how long Easter lasts. Lent is “only” forty days long (which is Bible-
speak for a really long time), and Easter is celebrated for fifty days (until Pentecost). 
Lenten disciplines are commonplace, but have you ever heard of Easter disciplines? 
Think of it as a “Spiritual Practice” that helps practice resurrection. It’s interesting that 
we need longer to live into this season of new life than we do to spend in the 
wilderness! 

On Ash Wednesday, Pastor Janet preached for our joint service, and she encouraged us to try on a spiritual 
practice/Lenten discipline of play. For ten minutes each day, she suggested that we do something fun to help 
us get in touch with the deepest part of who God created us to be. It was difficult for many! (We’re good at 
doing the hard stuff.) 

For the Easter season you might continue that spiritual practice of fun, or choose another one. You might 
journal signs of new life each day. You might pick a prayer partner and pray each day for (or with) one 
another. You could take a picture every day of something that you find life-giving or life-affirming. You could 
commit to daily mediation. You might transform your daily walk into a prayer walk, noticing the ways in 
which God is bringing forth life (and not just outside). You could send a note or a postcard each day to a 
friend or family member, just letting them know that you are grateful for them. Hopefully these options 
spark other ideas-  choose something that you’ll want to stick with until Pentecost. 

Alleluia- Christ is Risen! Christ is risen indeed—alleluia!  

Pastor Jennifer  



 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church                                              Page 2                                                   March 2019             

Educational Opportunity 

 

Linda Salatiello is teaching a five-week course on the history of the Early Christian Church starting Sunday 
morning, April 28th at 9 am. If you are curious, come and join! Each week is an independent event, so show 
up when you can. 

 

THE STORY OF THE CHURCH Confirmation class schedule: 

April 28 - Introduction/early leaders and St. Paul 

May 5 - Early Church challenges 

May 12 - The NT canon/Constantine 

May 19 - Defining orthodoxy/ Rise of Islam 

May 26 - Rise of Monasticism and the Papacy/the Crusades 

 

 

 Church Directory Corrections– make changes in your directory 

Add: Linda Fischer email: lcfischer@mac.com 

Correct: Fischer phone # 603-744-5584 

Add Bascetta mail address: 152 Isabella Ave., 
Providence, RI 02908 (No mail received in NH) 
Add Ray Masse email address: ray.masse@gmail.com 
 

On Retreat 

Spiritual retreats are part of many pastors’ self-care plans. Time away—unplugged, off duty, with the sole 
purpose of prayer, scripture reading and spiritual exploration—is both a necessity and a luxury. I am 
grateful for your support as I step away and make intentional time and space for God to tend to the deep 
places in my soul. I will be back in the pulpit on Mother’s Day. For pastoral concerns in my absence, 
contact Rev. Janet Lombardo or Rev. Robin Soller. 

Peace, Pastor Jennifer 

mailto:lcfischer@mac.com
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Church office is usually staffed 
Monday-Thursday, 9-2 . 

 

MAY Calendar 
Everyone is welcome to all events 

Sundays at 7:45 & 10:30 am - Worship services 
weekly  

—————————————————————— 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

Articles, announcements, photos or any 

newsworthy information/articles  can be sent 

to Bev Nelson who is currently preparing the 

newsletter. 

bjnelson61@roadrunner.com 

Look for the next issue of the newsletter to 

be published  June 1st. Articles will be due 

May 27th. Thank you! Bev Nelson 

CALENDAR EVENTS 
From the Church Office Corner….. If you have an 
event that should be included on the Monthly 
Calendar, please let me know by phone, email or 
note on my desk. Thanks for helping me keep 
the Church Community informed of the monthly 
activities here at Good Shepherd. 

Thanks, Nancy Poole 
Office administrator 

603-528-4078 
office@goodshepherdnh.org 

PLEASE READ THE WEEKLY E-BLAST FOR 

ADDITIONAL EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES AS 

THEY OCCUR.  

 

 
MAY 2019 CALENDAR 

5 Confirmation Class (9 am) 

5 Caring for Others (After 10:30 am Worship 
Service) 

8 Hands Across the Table Dinner (4 pm) 

11 All Church Work Day (9 am to Noon) 

11 Memorial Service for Dick Seiss (3 pm) 

12 Confirmation Class (9 am) 

12 Mother’s Day 

13 Worship & Music (4 pm) 

14 Isaiah 61 Lunch (11:30 am) 

15 Church Council (7 pm) 

16 Nibblers Lunch Group at T-Bone, Laconia 

 (11:30 am) 

17-19 School of Lay Ministry Retreat 

19 Confirmation Class (9 am) 

19 Third Sunday Church (10:30 am) 

23 Salvation Army Lunch (11:30 am) 

26 Confirmation Class (9 am) 

26 Food & Fellowship at Jim & Bev Nelsons 
(1:00 pm) 

27 Memorial Day (office Closed) 

27 Newsletter deadline 

mailto:bjnelson61@roadrunner.co
mailto:office@goodshepherdnh.org
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SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

- CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW - 

SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, JUNE 2  AFTER THE 10:30 WORSHIP  

During this special congregational meeting, we will review 

constitutional amendments recommended by the ELCA. A Constitution Committee, consisting of 

John Krueckeberg, Linda Salatiello and Rebecca Frame, presented a report to the Church Council 

in October. Council examined the proposed changes and agreed unanimously to recommend their 

adoption. 

The gist of the proposed changes will be to bring Good Shepherd’s constitution into alignment with 

the ELCA recommendations. Chapter numbers are included in case you have a copy of the “old” 

Good Shepherd constitution and want to compare language. By the way, it’s a big old 40+ pager, 

so in the interest of economy, a limited number of paper copies will be available by request prior to 

the meeting. During the meeting, we’ll all be able to see everything at once because we’ll be using 

a projector to show the various versions (ELCA recommended both old and proposed new GSLC 

versions). Here is a brief rundown of the alterations. 

(C4.04) Around organizational structure, bylaws and continuing resolutions, we say our 

information about committee responsibilities will be in the “Council” section, but 

recommended language says “Committee” section. Makes sense. 

(C5.05) Around a mission endowment fund, which is not a mandatory section, we have elected 

to say that GSLC “may” have such a fund (not “shall”). This isn’t a change to our current 

constitution. 

(C8.02) Mandated ELCA language includes a new category of church membership, “seasonal” 

– added to the already existing categories: baptized, confirmed, voting and associate. 

Chapter 9 is all about the “naming” of clergy. For example, “ordained minister” is replaced with 

“minister of word and sacrament,” and “pastor” is replaced with “rostered minister.” This 

section represents the largest and most complex change to the recommended constitution. 

(C10.01) Our current constitution calls for semi-annual meetings, but our practice has been to 

hold only an annual meeting. Council and the Constitution Committee recommends 

changing the language back to “annual.” 

(C10.02) Adds to the current language abut calling congregational meetings that the 

congregational president shall call a special meeting if the Synodical Bishop requests it.  

(C10.04) Around determining a quorum for annual meetings, our current constitution states that 

“25 voting members shall constitute a quorum,” but Council, Tim Roser, and the Committee 

recommend changing that to ten percent. 

(12.01) Around Church Council membership, GSLC’s current language uses “shall” about 

having at least one youth and one young adult on council. Council and the Committee 

recommend replacing “shall” with “may.” 

(Continued on the next page ) 
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(continued from the previous page) 

(C12.05c) Here Council suggests adding language to not only grant Council the authority to 

expend funds up to $2,500.00 over budget on a given project (this language is already in the 

current GSLC constitution), but also to prohibit Council from spending more than $2,500.00 

over budget without specific approval granted at a congregational meeting.  

(C12.13) This is a new section which specifically permits holding Council and committee 

meetings via “remote communication, including electronically and by telephone” and also 

authorizing electronic notice for such meetings. We already do this, so it makes sense to 

have it in the Constitution. (As an aside, the new recommended language also authorizes 

notice of congregational meetings by mail or by electronic means. (C10.02) We currently 

announce congregational meetings by mail. 

Chapter 20 is about Parish Authorization. It is only mandatory when the congregation is part of a 

parish. GSLC isn’t part of a parish, and isn’t likely to become part of a parish, but there 

doesn’t seem to be any harm in including the verbiage. Our current constitution has this 

“parish authorization” section already, but the ELCA model constitution includes additional 

clarifying material.  

See you on June 2
nd

.  

 Thank you to those who donated Easter Lilies 

Jan Boklund – In loving memory of husband, Carl Boklund 

Susan Bucknam – In loving memory of Meredith Graf & Eleanor G. Rasmussen 

Debbie Brooks -In loving memory of family 
members 

Lee & Ruth Engelhardt – In loving memory of our 
son, Mark 

Marcia Feener – In loving memory of Russ Feener 

Jennifer & Gerry Hitt – To the Glory of God  

Michael & Sharlee Hynes – In loving memory of 
daughter, Kelly Louise 

Gertrude Kropa – In loving memory of Gomer 
Kropa & Wayne Kropa 

Jan Learned – In loving memory of Richard 
Learned 

David & Lisa Lorch – In loving memory of Art & Ellen Lorch 

Ray & Sue Masse – In loving memory of George Masse & Robert Rowe 

Jim & Bev Nelson – In loving memory of Andy 

Ralph & Kris Rathjen  

Tom & Linda Salatiello – In loving memory of our parents;  giving thanks for All the Saints 

Brad & Karen Wolff – In Celebration of The Good Shepherd Community at Easter 

Our Altar is beautiful  
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Spring Clean-up Scheduled for May 11th 
 

There will be work indoors and outdoors on May 11th from 9-12 noon. 
 
Our Garden expert, Ginger Wells-Kay of St. James, will supervise 
the outdoor activities in the gardens and parking lot sand removal 
with some lawn care needed. 
  
Mary Divers, property chair, will coordinate indoor activities that 
will include indoor window washing, through Narthex and 
bathrooms cleaning. Hopefully, a crew will attack the old finance 
office throwing, sorting, moving and storing needed items. Of 
course, cleaning out and straightening the kitchen and closets 
around the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Please know that some of our usual workers will be attending Leadership training. If you have never 
attended a Saturday Clean-up Day,  please come to enjoy making our Church look inviting, enjoying 
fellowship with each other and sharing drinks and snacks. I’ll see you the morning of May 11th! 
 
Mary Divers Work Day Coordinator  

Good Shepherd and St. James Garden Plan 

The church garden landscape needs volunteers 
to keep it healthy and neat.  Tasks include 
planting, weeding, mulching, fertilizing, 
deadheading, and occasional watering. This 
year, low water-need perennials will be planted 
to replace the annuals.  This will make the 
garden more sustainable as annuals will not 
have to be purchased each year.  Also, the 
perennials will not need 2 months of hand 
watering to become established, as did the 
annuals.   

There are four major work mornings, plus ongoing care over the season: 

• Spring Cleanup Morning -  late April 

• Perennials Planting & Mulching Morning – late May 

• Fall Cleanup Morning - mid Sept 

• Final Cleanup & Tulip Bulb Planting Morning- late Oct 

Ongoing care:  Weekly/biweekly deadheading, watering, and weeding, as needed 

To volunteer, please sign up on the sheet posted in the common room near the monthly calendars. Exact 
dates will be announced based on weather predictions and volunteer availability. 
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 CARING FOR OTHERS MINISTRY 

 
REMINDER:  The HANDS ACROSS THE TABLE meal will be provided by Good Shepherd on 

Wednesday, May 8, 2019.  Led by Elaine Cote and Alan Cornelius, we will set up, cook and serve a complete 
dinner to about 125 persons at the Saint Andre Bessett Social Hall.  Volunteers are needed.  Come and work 
alongside people from Good Shepherd and St James and others from the Faith community.  Hands Across 
the Table serves a delicious meal every Wednesday throughout the year.  Talk to Alan if you want to help. 
  

ISAIAH 61: HERE COME THE PEOPLE THAT SMILE 
  
We continue to serve lunch at the Isaiah 61 Café once a month.  We serve about 50 people who are always 
so happy to see us.  We receive many compliments and  words of appreciation from the guests.  The food is 
always delicious and plentiful.  Last month a woman who frequently volunteers at Isaiah 61 came up to Sue 
Masse and me and said, “You know, when you guys come you always are so happy to be here.  Anyone can 
make food and give it out but when you do it, you do it with love.  And it shows.  You really have a glad heart 
and I know that you love to do this.  And I know that you do this with the love of God in you.  God Bless you 
and thank you.” 
  
As Pastor Jenn says, “ What we do matters.  We know this – and it’s also good to occasionally get a tangible 
reminder!”  
  
  

COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM FOOD PANTRY 
  
Thank you for your continuing support of the Food Pantry.  What ever you put in the cart in the Narthex gets 
delivered downtown and is immediately distributed.  We are so grateful for your donations.  Special thanks 
to John Ford who delivers food to CAP. 
 

SALVATION ARMY:  
Mary Oswalt continues chairing monthly lunches at Salvation Army the fourth Thursday of each month at 

11:30 am. Check the sign-up sheet in fellowship hall for needed items or talk to Mary. 

Faith Formation Corner– Here is a podcast you might find interesting.                              

(Great ideas for parents and/or grandparents) 

“Three Sides” podcast: Little steps, big faith 

Can the science behind children's brain development inform faith formation? 
Author Dawn Rundman discusses this on “Three Sides” podcast. Dr. Rundman 
provides daily practices for parents and ideas on how congregations can create 
inviting spaces for children to experience God. Find this episode and others at 
LivingLutheran.org/podcast.  

 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.livinglutheran.org%2fpodcast%2flittle-steps-big-faith%2f&srcid=198793&srctid=1&erid=98c8e538-e2d9-429d-bdcd-5093c81ba08a&trid=98c8e538-e2d9-429d-bdcd-5093c81ba08a
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Thank You Good Shepherd People 

for your Generosity.  

  

 

    News from CAMP CALUMET ! 
  
 
We are so pleased to report that once again Camp Calumet 
has awarded Good Shepherd EIGHT CAMPERSHIPS of two 
hundred dollars each to help us send eight local children to 
camp for one week in July.  The Caring for Others Committee 

has agreed that we will distribute the camperships among the three Laconia elementary schools.  The 
respective school Guidance Counselors will select the children, four boys and four girls, and will help with 
the registration forms.  
  
This is such an important ministry!  We can provide eight children with a chance to get away for a week,  a 
chance to meet other children and learn from one another, and of course, a chance to learn how to swim, 
sing by the campfire down on the beach, learn some crafts and come to know that God and we care about 
them.  
  
Each camper’s fees total $665. this year. With the $200 camperships we need to raise $465 for each child by 
May 30.  Linda and John Fischer are leading the Campership Program.  You will hear more from them as we 
move through May. 
  
Your financial support in any amount can be put in the offering plate or sent to the church.  Make your check 
out to “Good Shepherd Lutheran Church” and put “Campership” on the memo line.   Thank you for your 
caring. 
  

A note from a student:  “CALUMET” 
My name is (deleted).  I am 10 years old.  Last summer I loved Camp because 
there was swimming and I loved the campfires, free hour, rest hour.  At home I 
usually just stay home because my parents have to work full time and I can’t get 
to do stuff.  I would love to go again.  I was lucky to go last year and it would be 
nice to go again.” 
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Need a Ride to Church and/or other 

church sponsored events? 

Call church at 528-4078 to arrange a 

ride or  call Bev at 253-4274 

We love seeing you at church. 

       

 NIBBLERS Luncheon Group 

Meets May 16th at 11:30 a.m. 

All are Welcome! Bring a Friend! 

 T-Bones 

Sign up on “clipboard” in Fellowship Hall  

or call church to attend, 

Need a ride - Call Church (528-4078) 

 

 
Joanne Wilhelm 
603-689-5010 mobile  
www.pamperedchef.biz/Joanne 
 
 
• FOOD & FELLOWSHIP is looking for a host in 2019 . . . maybe a simple Friendsgiving or Game Day event 

with the Patriots?  You pick the dates and time and a simple theme if you’d like   . . . .   and then the 

magic happens! Join your Good Shepherd friends both old and new.   Contact Joanne Wilhelm if you can 

host or have any questions. This is for everyone!  

• May 26th all are welcome to gather at Jim 

& Bev’s home on Lees Pond. We will have 

lunch after church while enjoying the view. 

After lunch, water activities will be available 

and even some fishing if folks wish. Or you 

can just sit on the waterfront and enjoy 

fellowship and God’s wonderful landscape. 

Sign-up in Fellowship Hall or call the office. 

17 Fuller Road, Moultonborough is the place. Plan to attend. 

• If you would like to host a future meal, there is a Jan- Dec list, simply choose a month and a date and a 

sign up sheet will appear!  This is a fun way to get to know your church family in an informal setting over 

a shared meal.  

http://www.pamperedchef.biz/Joanne
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HANDS ACROSS THE TABLE  

Dinner  will be served on May 8, 2019  at the 
St. Andre Bessett Hall on Gilford Ave,  A sign 
up sheet is posted in the Fellowship hall for 
you to sign-up to help.  Any questions see 
Allan Cornelius or Elaine Cote  

Obituary for Richard Joseph Seiss 
Richard “Dick or Richie” Seiss, 87, of Meredith NH 
passed away, Wednesday, April 24, 2019.  
 
Richard was born on May 24, 1931 in the Bronx, New York to 
Joseph and Theresa (Haffner) Seiss. Richard is predeceased by his 
brother, Edward Seiss, sister Ruth L. Seiss and Grandson Matthew 
Zick. 
 
He graduated from James Monroe High School in the Bronx, NY 
and was In the Army Nation Guard, 7th Regiment in Manhattan, 
New York. On April 30, 1955 he married the former Sara B. Swett 
in Palisades Park, New Jersey. Richard and Sara lived in Pearl River, New York for 32 years where they 
raised their four children until he retired. They moved to Meredith, NH where they have lived for the last 
25 years. Richard was employed as a Senior Account Agent for Allstate Insurance Co. for 40 years and was 
one of the leading agents in his region. He was originally a member of the Masonic Lodge in Pearl River, 
NY and most recently Holderness, NH. He spent much of his retirement wood working and painting. He 
also enjoyed reading and spending time with his children, grandchildren and great grandchild. 
 
Richard is survived by his beloved wife of 64 years, Sara B. (Swett) Seiss, daughter Patricia Buongiorno and 
her husband Peter Buongiorno of New Milford, NJ and his three sons, Richard J. Seiss Jr. and his wife 
Susan Seiss of Medway, MA, Robert F. Seiss and his wife Christine Seiss of Pearl River, NY, Kenneth E. Seiss 
of Concord, MA, ten grandchildren, Sara Bartelloni, Robert Zick, Carolyn Seiss, Katherine Seiss, Joseph 
Seiss, Meredith Oxborrow, Amanda Seiss, Christopher Seiss, Madison Seiss and Jacqueline Seiss, and six 
great grandchildren. Richard will be dearly missed. 
 

A celebration of life service will be held at 3 PM, Saturday, May 11, 2019 at 
the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 2238 Parade Road, Laconia, NH 02346. 
Pastor Jennifer Hitt will be officiating the service. 
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2019 CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEMBERS 

The Church Council normally meets 3rd 

Wednesday every month at 7 pm.  

Officers 

Krista Larsen: president 

Brian Sanford: vice president 

Beverly Nelson: secretary 

Bruce Wilhelm: treasurer 

Members at Large 
Sue Bucknam 

Lee Krueckeberg 

Rebecca Frame 

Robin Rollins 

Rebecca Walkley 

 Good Shepherd’s Financial Secretary: 

Ralph Rathjen 

 CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 

Fellowship Hour After 10:30 Service 

HELP IS NEEDED 

PLEASE SIGN UP/VOLUNTEER TO HELP 

• Provide items to serve 

• Set up  

• Clean up 

Email elaine@hirshan.com sign up on the wall or call 603-986-6512. Thank you! 

 
 

From the Council- 
 
Council had a joint meeting with St. James’ vestry in early 
April. This is part of our ongoing coordination and 
conversation between our church’s leadership. We 
discussed several important items such as our shared 
Lenten services, proposed updates to the Narthex and 
our gardens. 
Council also discussed in April our new website design 
graciously and expertly produced by Sue Masse. We’re 
super excited about the new look and updated appeal of 
the site. 
Council got an update from the Building  Use Task force 
from Robin Rollins. 
Finally, Council, after much praying and discernment 
assigned Council-Committee liaisons. We are looking 
forward to getting better connected with our 
committees and our members through intentional 
relationship building. Our next meeting is May 15. 
Krista Larsen  
Council President  

Forward Leadership Notes and News 

Away Team travels to Good Shepherd Westborough, MA on May 11. Home Team meets for dinner at 

church at 6:00 on May 20.  

mailto:elaine@hirshan.com
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD/ ST 
JAMES 

MOSAIC:  “PENTECOST” 
Have you added your 

“pieces” yet”? 
  

 

GIVE+ online giving is very convenient, however, there is a small, but real cost to Good Shepherd 

for this convenience.  As mentioned during Annual Meeting, you can also setup regular 

scheduled contributions using your bank’s online bill-pay feature, often at 

no charge.  As with GIVE+, you can schedule these weekly or monthly and 

the bank will automatically send offering checks to the Church in your 

name.  Whatever way you choose to support the ministry of Good 

Shepherd is fine with us.  Thank you for giving! 

Education Fund Reports 

Education Fund – 1
st

 Quarter 2019 

Beginning Value 1/1/2019    $298,825.54 

Dividends                    4,036.86 

Fees                         316.91 

Spending                       930.00 

Gains                    15,708.78 

Ending Value            $317,324.27 

The fund experienced nice gains in the first quarter. The spending of $930 supported students 

attending the School of Lay Ministry, It is anticipated that we will spend $10,000 in the second 

quarter of a part of our $50,000 pledge to support the NE Synod’s Fund for Leaders. 

Jim Nelson 
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Contact Information: 

2238 Parade Road, Laconia, NH 03246 

Phone: (603)528-4078 

E-mail: office@goodshepherdnh.org 

www.goodshepherdnh.org 

Pastor: The Rev. Jennifer Hitt 

pastor.jhitt@gmail.com 

 

NAME TAGS 

Name Tags are found in your 

mailboxes. If you  need a name tag, leave a 

note in Member Ministry mailbox or leave a 

message at the church office. We will gladly 

make one for you to wear. Thank you for 

taking the time to retrieve and wear yours.   

The Member Ministry Committee 

PRAYING FOR OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
  

Each month, we publish a Prayer List 

For Healing and those in uniform. 

Ushers distribute this list each 

Sunday. 

• Call the office if you have a 

person to add or remove from these lists.   

• Remember to add those in need of our prayers 

to your daily prayers.  

Assisted Listening-NEW 

TECHNOLOGY  

Available to aid in listening at Good Shepherd 

office@goodshepherdnh.org
www.goodshepherdnh.org
pastor.jhitt@gmail.com

